
Dear M r .  Vestal  -- 

Calzada de l a  Piedad 166, 
Departamento 7, 
Mexico, D. F, 

The Mercury has forwarded your l e t t e ~ ,  I t ' s  
always t h e  dickens t o  know how much s t a t i s t i c s  ought t o  go i n t o  
a magazine a r t i c l e  and how much can be l e f t  out. Probably ex- 
p e r t s  ought t o  be forbidden t o  read such th ings ,  o r  e l s e  no- 
body e l s e  should be allowed t o .  

S t a r t l n g  r igh t  off with A r t i c l e  1, 1'11 have 
t o  announce t h a t  a l lotment  i n  s e v e r a l t y  of pub l i c  lands t o  a n  
Indian does not carry w i t h  it t h e  boon of United S t a t e s  c i t -  
izenship.  It doesn ' t  even make the  fo r tuna te  r ec ip ien t  a f r ee -  
holder ,  Be doesn' t  own it; he  doesn ' t  pay t axes  on it, and he 
can ' t  s e l l ,  mortgage o r  even lease  it without t h e  consent of 
his d i s t r i c t  Indian agent and w r i t t e n  p e m i s s i o n  from t h e  In- 
dian Bureau. The White River Utes a r e  s t i l l  under j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of t h e  Indian agency a t  Fort  Duchesne, Utah, I think you a r e  
r i g h t  about Chief b i t e  Bu l l  switchiag t h e  procession off t o  
Cheyenne River a f t e r  they'd s t a r t e d  f o r  Pine Ridge. There was 
a very c l o s e  f r i endsh ip  between t h e  Dakotah Sioux and t h e  
Northern Utes a t  t h a t  time; much c lose r ,  d e s p i t e  improved 
communications, t h a n  there i s  now. 

A s  t o  my g e n e r a l i t y  about P la ins  Indian 
! methods of warfare. There is, I know, a g rea t  d e a l  of auth- 

I ? o r i t y  w i t h y o u a n d a g a i n s t m e .  Co lone lM~rrow of t h e  old 

$w4 $ Seventh Infant ry  s t a t e d  p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  Cheyenne-Sioux 
*-> were the most unl ickable  s e t  he ever  saw, and a r e t i r e d  
-34 genera l  w r i t i n g  some years  ago i n  the  Mercury s a i d  t h e  same 

t h i n g  perhaps a l i t t l e  more emphatically.  B u t  I111 have t o  
%,$ 

*< 
s t i c k  t o  my statement nevertheless .  A s  t o  whether t h e  Indians 

> .\) could shoot s t r a i g h t e r  fran a running horse than the  s o l d i e r s  
"-Y 3 I don' t  know, though I do know t h a t  t h e i r  b u f f a l o - k i l l i n g  was k accomplished a t  a range usual ly  of from t h r e e  t o  eight  f e e t ,  

I ' v e  seen them k i l l  cat t i le  from horseback i n  my childhood, and 
one h e l l  of a mess they  made of i t .  

B u t  t o  t a k e  t h e  f i g h t s  themselves. I c a n ' t  
o a l l  many of them by name, having few documents by me; but one 
t h a t  comes t o  mind n a t u r a l l y  is Rman Nose's a t t a c k  on For- 

\ s y t h ' s  command on t h e  Republican River, I d o n t t  r e c a l l  t h e  
percentage of c a s u a l t i e s ,  but I do remember t h a t  a hundred and 
f i f t y  s o l d i e r s ,  more o r  l e s s ,  s tood off about twenty-five hun- 
dred Indians and ahot them up s o  badly t h a t  they  l e f t .  If t h e i r  
l o s s  w a s  only 2 percent,  it would mean t h a t  they couldn ' t  s tand 
much punishment. The testimony of men who fought on t h e  Pla ins  
and remembe~ed a s  f a i r l y  a s  they could exac t ly  what happened is 

%that t h e  Indfans always mounted up and charged, and the s o l d i e r s  
Ialways b e l l i e d  down and beat  them off. T h a t  was t r u e  even of 
Crazy Horse, who i s  genera l ly  considered t o have been t h e  g r e a t e s t  
t a c t i c i a n  of his time, red o r  white. It wasn't t h a t  he d i d n ' t  

\know b e t t e r .  It was simply t h a t  he commanded men who were used 


