The Woodley Apartments,. 1851 Columbia Road

an.. Qaries [, Sumceenll
iar Department
washington, D.C.

Dear Gensral Summeralls

It 18 with & feeling of deep rey:et that I f£ind
wsel’ unable to accept your kind invitation to meet at luncheon your
Indian guest, Red Tomahawk. My reason for this action is as followa,

My first station upon leaving %est Point in 1862 was Fort Randall, Dakota -
Territory, whore 5itting Bull snd 154 followers were held as prisoners

in & camp adjoining the post. At the request of the Commanding Officer

I took charge of S4%ting Bull's meil, translating his French and ‘Gexman
letters for him.

. For several months I was in dally contact with

Sitting Bull, and learned to admire him fur his many fine qualities. =
Indlan ohiefs from all over the Sioux Territory oume 1o seek his advice.
I was always asked by Sitting Bull to attend these cumferences, and found
‘them most interssting, as they showed the deep resnect in whioh Sitting Bull -
was held by his people.

Buring the Indian campaign of 189 and *91 I was'in
the fleld with my zregiment in eastern Nontana and wes shogcked to learn at
that time of Sitéing Bull's death. I leerned ¢f the details from several
sourcos, all of which indicated that he was killed while unarmed and offering
no resistance. It was reported that an Indian policeman by the name of Red
Tomahavk was the man who shot Sitting Bull. In my search for details of
this inoldent I find no hint at & Justification for the killing of this
Indian ohief., It was reported that there wne suvme shooting preceding Hitting
Bull's death, but of no great imnortsmnce ard such as cculd have baen easlly
handled by th«, police dataohmnt present at the time. P

\
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Hence my fnability to acoep’e your kind invitation,

Very respectfully yours,

(George P, Ahern)
mjor. U.;_J.j‘lo, Rﬂtlrﬁd.



