
and h i e  good wife i n  t h e i r  grand work inatead of permitt ing anyone to t r y  t o  

p u l l  them down. If I had the  opportunity of seeing commissioner Morgan and 

t a lk ing  t o  him I would take spec ia l  de l igh t  i n  informing him f u l l y  a s  t o  my high 

opinion of Major McLaughlin a s  an Indian agent and a gentleman. I:o g r e a t e r  wrong 

can be done t o  the Indians-Service t o  the  progreas o f  the  Indians than t o  impair 

i n  any way the  influence of such an agent as Major McLaughlin i s  well knom t o  be 

i t  is nothing l e a s  than an outrage. I w i l l  say frankly t h a t  i n  my opinion no 

flimsy charges would be entertained a g a i m t  Major M~Laughlin were i t  not  f o r  the  

fact that he is  a Catholic and i n  harmonious r e l a t i ~ a q , + ~ .  o f f i ce r s ,  yhese 
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a r e ,  I: bel ieve  regarded a e  sus i c ious  circumstances i n  t h e  mind of such a man a s  a. 
Morgan, I would wri te  a l e t t e r  to  the  Commissioner Indian a f f a i r s  i n  behalf of 

Major McLaughlin but I fear t h a t  anything from me would be regarded as  preaumptious 

and might increase the  prejudice. My inc l ina t ion  i s  t o  wri te  t o  the department 

but my Jud~pnent r e s t r a i n 8  m e  l e s t  my cornendations might do ham, 30 ,vou know 
r( 

a t  a t  almoat every Indian agency there  a r e  some persons who make p r i v a t e  and 

onf i d e h t i a l  eccuaatione agains t  good off ic ia l8 . t  And i t  se(:ma t h a t  the Indian 

a Bureau r a t h e r  encourage8 such contemptible probeeding). I bel ieve  the  accusations 

agains t  Major McLrtughlin had t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  thLs.. way: I saw Doctor Dorchester 

a t  For t  Bennett. 1 think I t o l d  him my opinion of Major McLaughlio. If  he v i ~ i t e d  

Standing riock he saw f o r  himself the splendid s t a t e  of agency a f f a i r s  there,. I 

hope Doctor Ilorchester w i l l  do Major XcLaughlin Juat ice .  You a r e  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  read 

this t o  Major LIcLaughlin and can make any use o f  i t  o r  any p a r t  of i t  .which e i t h e r  

of you may deem proper, I s h a l l  @robably not be i n  Viashington f o r  some time, 

Please remember m e  t o  a l l  the  o f f i c e r s  whom I may know, With bes t  regards t o  

Mrs. Drum youreelf and Son. 

Most t r u l y  Yours, 

P. S. Remember me most kindly t o  Major McLaughlin, I regre t  very much t h a t  I did  

not meet b u m  Mchughlin while there,  

J. M. Lee. 


