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neighborhood, thus lessening the  chances of opposition o r  excitement of h i s  

followers. The Post  Commander saw the wisdom of my reasoning, and consented t o  

defer  the a r r e s t  u n t i l  Saturday morniw, December 20th, with the  d i s t i n c t  under- 

standing, however, t h a t  t h e  1ndian.pol ice  keep S i t t i n g  Bul l  and h i s  followers 

under s t r i c t  survei l lance ,  t o  prevent their; leaving the  reservation,  and repor t  

promptly any suspicious movements among them. 

Everything was arranged f o r  the a r r e s t  t o  be made on December 20th; but  on 
5 

December 14th a t  r P. M., a policeman arr ived/a t  the Agency from Grand River, 

who brought me a l e t t e r  from Lieutenant of Pol ice  Henry Bul l  Head, the  o f f i c e r  

i n  charge of the  force  on Grand River, s t a t i n g  t h a t  S i t t i n g  Bul l  was making, 

preparations t o  leave the reservation;  t h a t  he had f i t t e d  h i s  horses f o r  a long 

and hard r i d e ,  and t h a t  i f  he got  tiAe start of them, he being well  mounted, the  

p o l i c e  would be unable t o  overtake him, and he, therefore,  wanted permission t o  

make the  a r r e s t  a t  once. I had jus t  f in ished reading Lieut. Bul l  Head's l e t t e r ,  

and commenced questioning the  cour ier  who brought it, when Col. Drum, the  Post  

Commander, came i n t o  my o f f i c e  t o  asce r ta in  i p  I had received any news from Grand 

a ive r ,  I handed him the  l e t t e r  which I had jus t  received, and a f t e r  reading it, 

he s a i d  t h a t  the  a r r e s t  could not  be deferred longer, but  must be made without 

f u r t h e r  delay; and immediate ac t ion  was then decided upon, the  p lan  being f o r  the 

po l i ce  t o  make the  a r r e s t  a t  break of8  day the followink morning, and two troops 

of  the  18th  Cavalry t o  h i v e  t h e ' p o s t  a t  midnight, with orders t o  proceed on 

the  road t o  Grand Hiver u n t i l  they met the po l i ce  with t h e i r  pr isoner ,  whom they 

were t o  escor t  back t o  the post ;  they would thus be within supportin& distance 

of the  pol ice ,  i f  necessary, and previ..nt any attempted rescue of S i t t i n g  Bull  

by h i s  followers. 

9 n  I des i red  t o  have the  po l i ce  make the  a r r e s t ,  Pully believing, t h a t  they could 

" I do so  without bloodkhed, while, i n  the  crazed condit ion of the  Ghost Dancers, the  

3 m i l i t a r y  could not; furthermore, the  po l i ce  accomplishing the  a r r g s t  would have 


