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Through Chiefs Gall, Flying~By and Gray Eagle, I succeeded in getting a few

to quit the dance, but the more we got tO'leave/it the more aggressive Sitting
Bull hecame, so that the peaceable and well-disposed Indians were obliged to
leave the settlement, and could not pass through it without being subjected to
insult and threats.

The "Ghost Danders" had given up industrial pursutis and abandoned their
houses, and all moved into camp in the immediate neighborhood of Sitting Bull's
house, where they consumed their whole time in the dance and the purification
vapor baths preparing for same, except on °ffff_ffffff.§§f§f§53’ when they
came to the Agency for their bi-weekly rations. Sitting Bull did not come into
the Agency for rations after October 25th, but sent members of his family, ﬁnd
kept a body-guard when he remained behind while the greater portion of his people
were away from the camp; this he did to guard against surprise in case an attempt
to arrest him was made. He frequently boasted ﬁo Indians, who reported the same
to me, that he was not afraid to die and wanted to fight, but I considered that
mere idle talk, and always believed that when the time for his arrest came and the
police appeared in force in his camp, with men at their head\whom he knew to be
determined, that he would quietly accept the arrest and accompany them to the
Agency, but the result of the arrest proved the contrary.

,  Since the Sioux Commission of 1889 (the Foster, Crook and Warner Commission)

[Sitting Bull has behaved very badly, growing more aggressive stsadily, and the
Messiah dictrine, which united so meny Indiens in common cause, was just what he
needed to essert himself as "high priest," and thus regain prestige and former

popularity among the Sioux by posing as the leader of disaffection. He being

S i in open rebellion against constituted authority, was defying the Government, and

encourgging disaffection, made it necessary that he be arrested and removed
from the reservation, and arrangements were perfected for his arrest on December

'6th, and everything seemed favorable for its accomplishment without trouble or '



