It will be seen by reference to this first paragraph of
this order that the command was to proceed only to the orossing
of the Oak Creek, which was 18 miles from Bull's camp., APter
reoeiving this order , on consultation with Golonel Drum, Come
manding the rost, it was decidoed that I should move as cloae
to Bull's ocanmp as poseihle without &iscovery, and there awailt
the polices, A short time after dawn a mounted rman was discover-
ed arproaching rapidly. <his proved to be 6na of the rolioce
wno reported that all the other police had been killed,

The substance of hie report wifh the additicnsl statemont
that I would move in rapiily :znd endeavor to relieve any of
the polioe who micht be alive I forwarded to the Commending
0fficer.

The ocomrand was at once put intc condition rCor immediate
sctions A light bhut eztended line was thrown ia sdvencs, the
main body disposed in two colume in column of Lfours, about
threce hundred yards apsrt, the Artillery between the heads of
colume a few minutes ailter making these dlspositions another
of the police ¢a:e in snd reported that Bull'es peorle had a nue
mber of the police pennéd up in his house; that they were
nearly out of sammunition and could not holé out much longer=
tre command waes moved with 81l speced t0 a roint on the high
lands, overlooking tho valley of Grand “iver, znd immedistely
opposite Sitting Bull's hocuse znd the eamp of the Ghost dano-
ers, distance some 1500 ysrds.

A hasty examination showed a party of Indisns apnrosche
ing, sprarently 40 or 50, on e high point or our right front,
gome 900 yrrdes distance; but whether & party of police and
friends or 3ull's people, cculd not he determined.

While tryingz to make out the pesition and ifentity of the
two rarties there were a few shots firecd by the party on the

hill and replied to from Sitting Bull's house, therc wes also



