
If you can he lp  me I s h a l l  be deeply g r a t e f u l .  
And when I have followed down some of t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
Sand Creek and done a l i t t l e  d e t e c t i v e  work about 
wno murdered Soule and whether Cannon, who a r r e s t e d  
Soule'a murderer and who had t e s t i f i e d ,  as &Ad Soule, 
aga ins t  Chivington, was murdered o r  committed su ic ide ,  
I ' l l  give you t h e  f ac t s - - i f  you're i n t e r e s t e d ,  I 
once wrote d e t e c t i v e  s t o r i e s  before I turned  t o  novels 
and then  t o  h i s t o r y ,  but 1've never come across  a 
p l o t  l i k e  t h i s  one. It means endless  research ,  i n  
Washington and i n  Denver, but some day, i f  I l i v e  
long enough, 1'11 g e t  the s tory .  

May I thank you f o r  t h e  p leasure  your books 
nave given me, ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  SANTA FE TRAIL? 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

I might i d e n t i f y  myself f u r t h e r  by ;aying t h a t  I 
grew up i n  Boulder, Colorado, and got my f i r s t  t r a i n -  
ing i n  t h e  study of Ris tory  under D r ,  Willard, who 
vas t h e  f i rs t  man i n  the  West t o  make me r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t h e r e  r e a l l y  was History west of t h e  "issouri .  BIy 
f a t h e r  was t h e  f i r s t  head o f  t h e  Biology Department 
I n  Boulder, 


