
you make i n  TXE OL9 SARTTA FE TRAIL (which I just  
now r s d i n g  with extreme i n t e r e s t )  t h a t  the  scalps 
of the  victims of Sand Creek were exhibited i n  Denver 
between the  a c t s  o f  a t h e a t r i c a l  performance, but 
nowhere have I been able t o  f ind the  ac tua l  account 
of t h i s  matter, It i s  not included i n  the  testimony 
taken before the  Mil i tary  Invest igat ing Committee, 
unless it  comes i n  t3e  l a s t  three  pages of t h a t  re-  
port ,  which a r e  miseing from the  document i n  the  
Library of Congress--where they make one read it under 
lock and key, I doubt i f  it i s  i n  those las t  th ree  
pages, however, as  t h a t  pa r t  of the testimony is  con- 
cerned wi th  Chivington' s a f f idav i t s  and witnesses, 
and he would scarcely be l i k e l y  t o  mention it, 

Nor have I found the  account of t h i s  incldent 
In  the "Rocky Mountain Newa--it is possible,  however, 
t h a t  I missed it there, although I most ca re fu l ly  
went over all the  Issues of the week i n  which the  
troops returned from Sand Creek and Chivington was so 
warmly welcomed, The Mews was completely prejudiced 
i n  the  a f f a i r ,  and might have printed the item--again, 
even Byers might have ga8ged a t  that, And I admit 
t h a t  I have as  yet been unable t o  read a l l  the  l e t t e r s  
and a r t i c l e s  wri t ten  on Sand Creek, so it may have 
been published authent ica l ly  i n  some o ther  place, 

Sand Creek i s  so hidden by the  smoke of poJi- 
t i c s  t h a t  it i s  almost impossible t o  f ind the t r u t h  
behind the  a f f a i r ,  and I am wondering i f  t h i s  matter  
of the scalps being displayed i s  a f a c t ,  o r  something 
t o l d  by someone who was on Cne s ide  against  Chiving- 
ton, A s  I understand it, the  Repopt of the Jo in t  
Special Committee was based on the  testimony taken 
~y the Mil i tary  Invest igat ing Committee--testimony 
which i s  embroidered w i t h  l i e s  on both s ides ,  but 

*which, when a l l  allowances a r e  made f o r  passion and 
prevarisat ion,  is s t i l l  u t t e r l y  damning t o  Chivington, 
But the  t a l e  of the  scalps is  not there--that i s ,  of 
t h e i r  being displayed i n  Denver a t  the  thea t re .  

I am wondering i f  you a r e  ab le  t o  quote me 
chapter and verse f o r  t h i s  incident ,  I have found no 
one i n  Colorado who can help me i n  the matter,  f o r  
most of  the p e o ~ l e  I have consulted haven't read a s  
much a s  I have on it. The t a l e  is  simply accepted a s  
t r u t h ;  I want t o  know i f  it r e a l l y  hap~ened,  


