
Hotel Albert 
65 University Place 
New York City 
November 12,  1939 

"Stanley vestal" ,  Esq. 
C/o Houghton, M i f  f l i n  Company 
Boston 

Dear M r .  Campbell: 

F o r  many years I have read your books :ith 
11 considerable in t e res t ,  not merely the popular ones, 

trut  your a r t i c l e s  writ ten fo r  historians,  How I am 
writing t o  you, hoping that  you may be able t o  help 
nee 

I am intensely interested i n  the Battle of 
Sand Creek, and hope some day t o  write a book on it 
myself, A t  present I a m  writing a his tory of the 
lands west o f  the Missouri f o r  the Thos. Y, Crowell 
Company, and so am having t o  defer Sand Creek fo r  a 
time, but i n  my researches f o r  t h i s  present book I 
have uncovered a good deal of material on the subject 
of the " ~ a a  Creek a f f a i r H .  I combed the Rocky 
Mountain News i n  Denver t h i s  summer for  a week o r  
more, reading everything printed i n  tha t  l i ve ly  and 
prejudiced paper i n  1864-65 on Sand Creek, and con- 
tinued my researches a t  the Library of Congress, w'nere 
I read every word of the Report of the Mili tary In- 
vest iga t  ing Cornmi ssion--a rape document, the 
' ~ e p o r t  of the Joint  Special ~ommittee". It i s  a most 
illuminating a f f a i r ,  and led me back again t o  the 
f i l e s  of the Rocky Moantrain News, investigating one 
and perhaps two murders, no% to mention other matters, 
a i r ec t ly  connected with Sand Creek and i t s  investiga- 
tion, one of the murders very probably having been 
inspired by Chivington himself. I have not as  qet  
read the " ~ e p o r t .  of the Jo in t  Special Committee , 
chiefly because 1've not had the time, Sand Creek Is 
not, unfortuna~tely, the subject of my present book and 
I had t o  turn  away from the  massacre t o  do other 
reading, 

Now again and again i n  accounts of the Sand 
Creek a f f a i r  I have come across the statement, which 


