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Dear I r r .  Cmpbell: 
I AT? clad thnt  nv "nnrrat ive* in teres ted you. A s  far as  t o r t u r e  

of captives bv Indinns of' the  G r e ~ t  Pla ins  is concerned, there is documentarv 
ev i r ie~ce  t o  show tha t  it  ocoured. See fo r  example the a r t i c l e  Captives, Bull. 
30, _SAT.; PTo~nev, Men. b,mer,Ant'lrop.$sa. I, p. 331; a l s o  17th Ann. Rept. BAE., pp, 
188, 193, 203, 213, I Rrn a f ra id  I s h s l l  have t o  amee  with the  Rev,R.?etter i n  
h i s  opinion t h a t  GrinnelT was inclined t o  whitewash the  Chevenne. That IndiRns 
of the Great P l n  ins  were much, more sinned against  than sinning, I think is t rue .  
The Chiv in~ton  massacre can hardly be mstched f o r  i ts cruelty.  Accordinc t o  &rS.l,w 
the l a t e  J.O,Dorsey s ta ted  t h s t  captives among c e r t ~ i n  Sioumn t r i b e s  were not 
to r tu red ;  but there  i s  no record of the  precise  t r i b e s  he had i n  mind which is 
s p i ty ,  f o r  Denig who wrote approximately i n  1354 states t h a t  the  Bssiniboin, 
B l ~ c k l o o t ,  Prdkara, Cree, Crow, and Sioux thr tured captives : fo r  

de tn i l s  see the  46th Ann. Rept, EMS,, pp,551,552, lvIv interpre5er is not a vouna 
man, contrary t o  y m r  supposition. PIy o m  work mong Indi=rns of the Plains bes;sn 
in  1910. I c o n s i d e r a  then a brave 'he ro ic  people with just  ice  on t h e i r  s ide ,  
f i sh t  inq against  overwhelminy odds. Personally I have alviays been t rea ted  with 
kindness bv thbm; t h e  Arap~h0 in  particular,have Bven been gent le ,  Without doubt 
our own white ruO+'i~ns of the  border a r e  l a rqe lg  i f  not wholly responsible f o r  
t he  t rqubles ,  and t h i s  ?ppl ies  t o  not only t q  the  Plnins ,  but lllidtlle West, ~ n d  
=st 8190. I t h n k  you for  your d a t s  on t he  E"inniconj0u Sioux. 

Sincerely Trmn blichelson 
7-&- 


