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F IT'S Injun war history

you're wanting, then
you'd better talk to Tom
Gatchell," they told me in
Buffalo, W Y ~ . "He knows
more about such things than
anyone else around here."
So I went to see T. J. Gat- 3.
chell, druggist, historian and iindustrious collector of Wy- 18
oming lore. He led me to the
kear of his store, where the
walls of his little office are 1,
covered with relics of the r
days when the troopers of
Carrington and Custer and
Crook strove mightily with
the painted warriors of Red
Cloud and Crazy Horse and 1
Sitting Bull.
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These mementoes had been 3
brought here from half a dozen
battlefields in the country watered by the Yellowstone river
and its tributaries, the Powder, b
the Tongue, the Big Horn and
the Rosebud. There were knives
and hatchets and spear-heads;
bows and arrows, beaded belts
and a war bonnet of eagle feathers; carbines and pistols and
bayonets; cartridge boxes, canteens, buckles, buttons and other
ornaments from soldier uniforms.
h the midst of them hung what
was once a copper cavalry bugle.
Its mouthpiece was broken off
and it was dentea and twisted
ofaU semblance
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"That?" replied Mr. ~atcGe11,"

UO, that was picked up on Mas-

sacre Hill-you know, the place
where Fetterman and his crew
were wiped out back in '56. I
reckon the bugler dropped it during that melee and it was trampled on by the cavalry horses.
Anyway, that's just the shape it
was in when a young fellow from
Buffalo found it 40-odd years ago
and gave it to me."

* * *

A year or so later 1 was leafing
idly through a bound volume of
Horace Greeleyvs New York
Semi-Weekly Tribune. On page
one of the issue for April 2, 1867,
an item, headed simply "The Indians," caught my eye. It read:
The St. Louis Republican's special correspondent at St. Joseph gives the following account of the Fort Phil Kearney
Massacre, derived from the Commis.
sioners sent to investigate the matter,
from the Sioux Indians:
The Sioux drew our men out of the
fort, and W e d them all. Our men
fought Uke tigers, and would not have
been overcome so easily if they had
not kept so close together. The com1
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painted enemy low with his
strange bludgeon before they,
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