
t ha t  chiefship was sometimes hereditary, a s  i n  the case of Cochise, son and 

successor of Nachi. Chiefs and old men were usually deferred t o  i n  council. 

They used the brain of the deer i n  dressing buckskin. It is said t h a t  they 

charged t h e i r  arrows with a quick deadly poison, obtained by i r r i t a t i n g  a r a t t l e -  

snake with a forked s t ick,  causing it t o  b i t e  in to  a deer's l i v e r  which, when 

saturated with the venom, was allowed t o  putrefy. They stalked the deer and the 

antelope by covering the i r  heads with the skull of the animal and imitating with 

t h e i r  crouching body the movements of one grazing; and it was t h e i r  custom t o  

approach an enemy's camp a t  night i n  a s imilar  manner, covering t h e i r  heads w i t h  

brush. They signaled war or  peace by a great blaze or smoke made by burning 

cedar boughs or the inflammable spines on the giant cactus. 

O f  t h e i r  soc ia l  organisation very l i t t l e  is defini te ly known, and the 

statements of the two chief authori t ies  a re  widely a t  variance. According t o  

m i t e ,  the children belong t o  the gens of the father, while Bourke asser ts  t ha t  

the true clan system prevails. They married usually outside of the gens, accord- 

ing t o  White, and never re la t ives  nearer than a second cousin. A young warrior 

seeking a wife would f i r s t  bargain with her parents and then take a horse t o  her 

dwelling. I f  she viewed h is  s u i t  with favor she would feed and water the animal, 

and, seeing that,  he would come and fetch h i s  bride, and a f t e r  JJ&Q&QJ going on a 

hunt for  the honeymoon they would return t o  h i s  people. When he took two horses 

t o  the camp of the bride and k i l led  one of them it signified tha t  her parents had 

given her over t o  him without regard t o  her consent. Youth was the quality most 

desired i n  a bride. After she became a mothertbe husband might take a second wife, 

and some had a s  many as five,  two or more of them often being s i s t e r s .  k r r i e d  

women were usually f a i t h f u l  and t e r r ib ly  jealous, s o  tha t  single g i r l s  did not 

care t o  incur t h e i r  rage. A woman i n  confinement went off t o  a hut by herself, 

attended by her women relat ives .  Children received t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  names from 

something part icular ly noticeable a t  the time of the i r  bir th .  A s  among the 


