
General Informat ion about the  f laihead i n d i . 2  R,eserPa$ion -- 
i n  Western Montana - 

The Flathead Indian Resewation includes t he  Flathead val ley;  the Jocko 
va l leyg  and the .Camas P r a i r i e  country; It or ig ina l ly  comprised 1 ,k4?1,969 
acres ,  but it now consis ts  of 6132,516 acres within these valley&' f t  was 
o r ig ina l l y  known as  the  Jocka Reservationc This reservation is located be- 
tween the  c i t i e s  of &lissoula, and Kal i spe l l ,  MontanB. It is about 65 miles 
long from north t o  south and about 35 miles wide 4 The mission mountains 
form its eas tern  boundary. The Cabinet National FoPest bounds i t  on the  
west, and the  Lolo National Forest on the  south, The northern boundary is 
an a rb i t r a ry  s t r a igh t  l i n e  about 24 miles south of Kalispel l .  This l i n e  ap- 
proximately b i sec t s  Flathead Lake. 

Flathead Lake covers approximately 189 square miles. It is one of the 
l a rge s t  f resh  wator lakes ,  outside the  "Great Lakesv on t he  continent. Fla t -  
head River i s  the  ou t le t .  This r i v e r  meanders southward through the rese r -  
vat ion,  turns  sharply wast a t  Dixon, and joins the  Iv!issoula Rivzr a t  Para- 
d i s e ,  24 miles west. These two r i v e r s  form the  "Clark's Forktt River a f t e r  
they come together. 

There are  two other  r i v e r s  on the reservation;  tho Jocko i n  the south- 
ern end, and the  L i t t l e  Bi t ter root  i n  the  northwestern par t .  Thess a re  
small r ive rs .  They flotv i n to  the Flathead. The Jocko is considered a good 
f i sh ing  stream' 

The magnificent Mission Lfountains on the cas tern  boundary of the  rescr-  
vation are  sometimes re fe r red  t o  a s  one of the  world's most b ~ a u t i f u l  ranges, 
They contain many small lakes  and rugged pezks, among which a re  Grey Wolf 
Peak about 9,200 f e e t  high, and fJcDonald Peak about 9,500 f e e t .  

Two of Montana's main highways t raverse  the  reservation.  No, 10-A en te rs  
the  reservation a t  Evaro, 16 miles northwest of Jviissoula, and leaves it at 
Knowles about 5 miles ea s t  of Paradise,  a dist=lco of about 45 milos. No. 9 3  
branches off  10-8 a t  Ravalli,  and runs northward t o  Kal i spe l l ,  a distance of 
87 miles. Both highways a r e  paved. 

The Northern Pac i f i c  l i n e  from Missoula t o  Paradise,  runs through the 
reservation.  It p rac t i c a l l y  p a r a l l e l s  Highway 10-A. A branch l i n e  takes  
o f f  a t  Dixon, and runs t o  Polson, almost through t he  middle of t he  reser-  
vat ion lcngthwise. It s a r f a s  each of t h e  towns on i ts  route with s id ings ,  
stockyards, loading shoots, e tc .  

There a re  some 1 5  a r t i f i c i a l  lakes  o r  ress rvo i r s  i n  t he  Flathead valley.  
They were constructed by the  Indian I r r i g a t i o n  Service a s  a p a r t  of t he  pro- 
j ec t  works of t he  Flathead I r r i ga t i on  Project .  Two of these  rese rvo i r s  have 
been sst apar t  by tho Department of t he  I n t e r i o r  a s  "Wildl i fe  Refugesn. 
Thcy are  oporated as such by the  Fish and Wildlife Service of tho Department. 

Thore is a l so  a largz  Wildlife Rofugz on the  reservat ion known a s  "Tho 
National Bison Rsnge". This was es tabl ished i n  1908. It comprises about 
18,500 acras  of land. The headquarters of t h i s  relugs is a t  Moiese, Montana, 
which i s  jus t  thrde milos north of the  Indian Agency headquarters. This 
r 3 f u g ~  oporates and maintains 6. herd of buffalo of about 500 head. I n  ad- 
d i t i on  there  is a hord of deer ,  and a herd of e lk  maintained on the  refuge 
lands. These hords a t  prassnt  aro p a r t i a l l y  oparatcd f o r  t he  benefi t  of 
the India-ns. Tho excess animals a r c  made avai lable  f o r  stocking t he  Indian 
Ganc Rescrvcs on other pa r t s  of thc r ~ s o r v a t i o n .  


