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how old I am getting.
(Here Sitting Bull stepped forward.)
;9 SITTING BULL.
Sitting Bull spoke as follows: I came in with a glad heart to shake hands

with you, my friends, for I feel that I have displeased you; and I am here to
apologize to you for my bad conduct and to take back what I said. I will take it
back because I consider I have made your hearts bad. I heard that you were coming
here from the Great Father's house some time before you came, and I have been
sitting here like a priscner waiting for some one to release me. 1 wes looking
for you everywhere, and I considered that when we talked %ith vou it was the same as
if we were talking with the Great Father; and I believe that what I pour out from
my heart the Great Father will hear. What I take back is what I said to cause the
_people to leave the council, and want to apologize for leaving myself. The people
acted like children, and I am sorry for it. I was very sorry when I found out

<= that your intentions werc ggod and eniirely difrerent from what I supposed they were.
Now I will tell you my mind and I will tell everything straight. I know the Great
Spirit is looking down upon me from above and will hear wiat I say, therefore I will
do my best to talk straight; and I am in hopes thati some one wilil listen to my wishes
and help me to carry them out. I have alwgys been a chief, and have been made

cniefvgfrall>thewkggq. Thirty-two years ago I was pyesenjlgt councils‘with the white
man, and at the time of the Fort Rice couneil I was on the preirie listening to it,
and since then a great many questions have been asked me about i;, and 1 always

said wait; and when the Black Hills council was held, and they asked me to give

up that land, I said they must wait. I rememver well all the promises that were made
about that land because T have thought a great deal about them since that time. Of
course I know that the Great SpiTit provided me with animals for my food, but I

did not stay out on tke prairie because I did not wish to accept the offers of the

Great Father, for I sent in a great many of my people and I told them that the

Grect Egthér was providing for them and xeeping his agrecments with tiem, and I was




