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Standing Hock Agency, Dak., 
August 22, 1883. 

C W S  C. GIrnrnT. 

Col. Char les  C. G i l b e r t  examined. 

By t h e  Chairman: 

Q. The cormnittee were very muck i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l a s t  n i g h t ' s  conversa t ion  i n  r e f e rence  

t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making herders  o f  t k e  Indians ,  and vie thought i t  wiae t o  g u t  
" .̂  - -I"'- --- -- -- - --- . 

on paper  your views a s  t o  whether i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  make he rde r s  o r  farmers  

of t hese  Indians;  arid i f  you have no ob jec t ion  f i r s t  g i v e  your f u l l  name and o f f i c i a l  

p o s i t i o n ,  so  t h a t  we may have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  knowirg t t e  weirkit t h a t  is t o  be  

a t tached  t o  your remarks. - A. My name i s  Char les  L. G i l b e r t ;  I am Colonel o f  t h e  

17 th  I n f a n t r y ,  corrinandinc a t  Fo r t  Yates ,  3ak. 

Q. How long have you been i n  tLAe s e r v i c e  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  among the  Indians? - A. 

I began my s e r v i c e  a t  what is now P o r t  Hin[.gold, Yex., i n  t h e  montt OX' October, 

1848, ana I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t hc  month O i '  January, 1850. aga in ,  a f t e r  an  i n t e r v a l  

of  about f i v e  yea r s ,  I resumed duty on t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  a t  F o r t  McKavett, Tex. This  

was i n  t h e  month of  December, 1855, and I was cont inuously on duty i n  Texas from 

tLat  t i n e  u n t i l  t h e  breakin& ou t  of  t h e  r ebe l l i on .  From t h e  rf~onth of Hay, 1861, 

u n t i l  May, 1869, I was nor; on duty  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  I n  1869 and 1870, I was a t  

F o r t  b r idge r ;  from June, 1870, t o  June, 1872, a t  3 o r t  LuTord; from t h a t  time u n t i l  

August, 1874, a t  F o r t  Sham; and from i iu ,ust ,  1874, t o  October, 1878, I was a-t; 

Camp ~ a k e r ,  FEonzana; from October, 1878, t o  October, 1879, a t  Fo r t  Sne i l i ng ;  from 

?0ctober ,  1879, t o  January, 1080, I was i n  t h e  ; ih i te  River  country,  Coiorado; and 
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"or !PI--. t he  ---- l a s t  two / yea r s ,  and a l i t t l e  more, I have Leen a t  t h i s  pos t .  'That 
1 I----, -.-_ -.-- 
$ covers  my Indian  se rv i ce .  
.i 

Q. Z i t h  t h i s  experience ur.ong t h e  Indians ,  i f  you were a t  p e r f e c t  l i t e r t y  zo provide  

t h e  proper  cons idera t ion  t o  these  Indians  f o r  t t e  proposed ces s ion  of  t e r r i t o r y ,  

would you g i7e  them t h e  25,330 cows and 1,300 b u l l s ,  o r  would yol; nbke some o t h e r  

~ r o v i s i o n  f o r  %hem i n s t e a d ,  n2, t h e  bcss  t h i n g  fron: then? - A. ~t t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

p l a c e  I would e s t a b l i s h  them on a r a b l e  l and ,  allomin&: t o  each head of a family on&y 


