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p.119, Off i ce Malheur Agency, Canyon City, Oreg. , Angust 1, 1878, I. V. Rinehart 

On the 5th of Jtlne, at noon; all the working Indians quit  and l e f t  the 
agency without giving notice or assigning asm8e. On the f o l l o w i q  day the few re- 
maining ones l e f t  i n  l i k e  nranner, and, as I learned from my interpreter ,  a l l  the  
t r ibes  were then congregating at the fish-traps on Main Edalheur River, 20 miles 
from the agency. A.t the iesae of June 1, e t y - s i x  Bannocks were present and asked 
f o r  rations,  which were denied under authority of Cjrcular Ro. 10. lthief Egan hegged 
m e  t o  give them rat ions as v ie i tors ,  and upon my refusal  he divided his own with them 
and both par t ies  l e f t  at once. Eo h in t  o f  t h e i r  designs, no evidence of hos t i l e  
intent ,  no a e m a n c e  of the i r  probably course cf conduct were imparted by aay of them 
prior  t o  the i r  depastrrre, I had issued beef on the 1st. and it was h o r n  by them that 
the 7th mnLd be the next &ay f o r  slanghtering. A s  none returned upon thet day t o  
bntchur, I concluded they were i d e n t  upon mischief, and s t a r t ed  teams next morning, 
w i t h  all Vie white f a i l i e s ,  t o  the settlements i n  John D g  Valley, 80 miles amy. 
On the 8th I received a dispatch from the conmandiog of f icer  at C e p  Harney notifying 
me of rumored depredations by Indians on bdalheur River, within 20 miles of the. 
agency. On the 16th I dispatvhed by clerk,  who alone had remained at the agency 
w i t h  me, to turn back some f lou r  t e a m  and the aeturning agency teams, known to be 
on the i r  way to the sEj;ency, and s ta r ted  myself f o r  B&r Cjty t o  telegra* the 
department and mil i tary headquarters i n  re la t ion  to  the state of affairs, I rode 
all night and next day, arr iving at Bisker City on the evening of the 11th. when I 
made known the abandonment of the agency, and asked fo r  instructions. I also e e d  
f o r  m i l i h r y  protection f o r  public p-operty at the agency, rrihich being denied, I 
m i W d  u n t i l  the 17th, receivhng no reply from the department; and u -on the sagget+ 
t i on  of the department commander I t r i ed  to -ploy a c i t i zen  guard to  return w i t h  me 
and my employes to  the agency. Biding I could not procure arms f o r  such gaard, I 
abendoned the undertaking. Pflceeding to  C@p H a m y  I learnedindirectly 
that a body of troops under Major Stewart, Fonth United S@es A r t i l l e q ,  was ordered 
t o  occupy the agency and F. " + -p f o r  sapplies and prisoners. I had informed T 
the mil i tary headquarters tr, considerable quantit ies of beef, f lour ,  
and grain at the eency ,  and orr e 3r USB of the troops, i n  the hope that  they 
might save i t  from capture by the hoetlles,  

I proceeded from C s p  &nney toward El Dorado and met Major Stewart's 
cariaand 20 miles beyon& t l ~ s  ~lgency. Re turning with the comaand to the agency, I 
found a l l  the buildings bro'ken open an& the W l i c  property badly scattered and damaged. 
mile engaged with Major Stewart i n  examination of the pemises the general 
comanding arrived, and proceeded at once to give Major S tmar t  such ins tmct ions  and 
t o  administ& to  me such a rebuke, by t i i rea ten ix  t o  place me i n  a r r e s t ,  as seemed 
to  give f r e e  l icense to tke wfiola command to  take such property as could be found, 
without aqy regard t o  q y  resgonsi'bility, recei* f o r  my protection, or ~ e v i o u s  inven- 
tory of the m e .  Ineffectual attempt s were rnade to  p r o c i e  the services of a military 
of l icer  i n  t h e  making of an inventory; but finding that  &lay was sgs temt ica l ly  p.0- 

longed u n t i l  i t  seemed there maid soon be not:?ing l e f t  to  invoice, I ordered t'nree 
of employes to  make a complete invento-ry under oat h, d i c h  they did, and I then 
abandoned all pcogerty, agenq,  andcro-ps t o  t h e  militaw, 

Proceeding to  this place, where my records and off i-e-files had been sent, 
I found the place i n  the midst of an excitenent i n  a few hours cuhina ted  i n  a 
panic. R e  hosti le s were known to  be approaching the valley i z l  great numbers. %ei r  f i r s t  
regular engagement witin four com'panies W t e d  States cavalry, near old C&np Curry, 
only a few days previous, had resulted i n  a drarrn bat t le ;  but the i r  punishment was 
severe. A l l  toe troops were i n  the i r  rear, driving tile hos t i l e s  into the valley, 
One smal l  cornyaw of c i t izens  from t h i s  place had met the hos t i les  and heen driven back 
wit'n camsiderable loss. A second _party of c i t izens,  going to the resc-rn of the first,  
were also driven back and hotly plrmed. The a r r iva l  of this ?arty was the signal f o r  
a pazlic, which involved t3e whole settlement. P@par&tions f o r  defense were hastily made, 
and al l  the women and cl~i ldren,  to t'ne number of about 400, werz put in to  minere8 tusnels 
near toma %is s t a t e  of alarm contimed f o r  tr0 days, u n t i l  the host i les  had pessed 


