¥V RoBmisoN
PP« 249-250 gg

st

!
i
1
H
3

1,‘&{
BEAR RIE'S QPLECH.

"My Brother: To whom does this land belong? I believe 1t belongs to me.vi'
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£7 Iook at me and at the ground.” Whlch do you think is the oldest9 The grannd and on
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i -~ it I was born. I have no 1nstruct10n. I give my own ideas. I do not know how many
yeers. It is much older than I. Here we are, egz_gige_ggzigggét Here are our Prin_‘vg
cipal men gathered together. VWhen you tell us anything, we wish to say "yes" to
whar we like, and you will do the same; There none of the Ysnktons here. Where

are they? It is said that4I have a father (agent),and when he tells me anything I

;‘ 88y yes. Agg,ﬂhen_l_aak;hunmanyth@pg) I want h1m to say yes. I call you my brothe;. ;

Yhat you&tola me yesterday, I believe is true. The Ynaktons below us are a poor

'pceple. I don't know where their land is. I pity them. These lower Yanktons I,knewf5

§ did own a piece of land, but they sold it long ago.. I dor't know where they got
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A{8eany more. Since I have been born I do not know who owns two, three, four, more pieces

of lend. When I got land it was &ll in one piece and we were born and still 1ive’
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on it. These Yanktons, we took pity on them. hey had no land. Ve lent them
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horses to keep that land for us, bgtyl nevey'told them to steal it and go and-éellfit.
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I ¢all my my brother and want you to take pity on me, and4if any one steals anything'

from me I want the privilege of calling for it. If those men who did it secretly

i had asked me to make a treuty for its sale I should not have consented. We Who‘are‘hér

all understand each other, but I do not agree th:t they shall steal the land and sell

‘i;f:_ ir the white people want my land and I should give it to them where should I stay
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I have no place else to go. "I hear th»t a reservqtlon has been ent for the Yanktons P

‘beiow. I will speak again on this subjectggtl cannot spare it and I like it V&?&L"

+ All of this country on each side of the river belongs to me. I know that from'fhe

Mississippi to this river the country all belongs to us, and that we have truvelad
f?rdm the Yellowstone to the Platte. A1l of this country, as I have said, is ours. If

’ you,vmy brother, was to gsk me for it I would not give it to you, for I like'it, and

i'Ifhope you will 11sten to me."



