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Tais fignt alarmed-the wacle country, tue scattering Ciheyennes going in
evamv dbrection and it was evident ¢ &t & surprise of Crasy Horse would be -
‘wpossible 2t least bv a direct movement. I then wzoved over to and dovn tuk
Bslls Fourche and hslted near v:e forks of that stream, aaving in the mean—,
time sent to Red Cloud Agency to get acc.rate informaticu of tne direction !
tak=n by Crazy Horse's Band, ond alsoc for sdditional scouts wit* fresh xmx '
horses. Tais being the easiest metnod of locating ,“elr camp &s the Agency
Irdiians are constactly advised of the wiersavouts of tie nostiles and gs= ne-}
rally of their rurv :ses. '

At this tire tae condition of my tranpportation was exce~dingly bad, thy
intense cold weather, wic: a suort ~allowance of forage, the grass being -
mos8tly covere: wit: snow an waat little tacre was of inferior gmality, ’
it was growing wesier every mowsanb. :

I m2y mentien nsrs tae. o2 want of propeY trasruortaticn on &ccount

J

of me=gre aprrcpriation allowsad me forzx t .ig purpose uas besn and now is ¢

¢

<

tphe csuse of vus wost sericus embarrassument, X XB it being sluost
utterly lapo-sible to accumulate witi 1t su’ficient forage to snable
expeditions to remain “or any grsat leugt: of tire i winter.

out - -

This togetner witunwtae fact of whiech I becane convinced before tae T
revurn of my Scouts, that tie aostiles nad flea beyond tihe reac. of the
gndurance o: my transportation decided me to return to tuae c&uLOnment :
wolen judgement was confirmed by tie revurn of nmy scouts w10 stated that ,e{
taoe nostiles had flad in tne directin of wiat is callei tue .Bad Lands of
the Little Misscuri. - ,

T troops of tne expedition nave been disrcsed of in accsraance with
the 1lnstructions of the Liemtenant Ganoral tas Battalions 'of the 4th ;
Artillery and 23:& Infantry lezv1nr point today for the Bepartmente o
¢f California and the Missouri respec 1v“ly.

I have tha nonocr to be, Sir,

Very Eespectful*y
* o ur obedient servantg
George Croox,
- Brigedier Gerlewrar™ Ay - G
Commanding

Hedqnrs. Mil. Div. of tue Misscuri.
W Chigago, Januery 27, 1877
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d Tae trecops on the Powder Piver expeaition s+t it 28 long =as ooﬂld
be axpedted at this sezson of the ve-r. The corolaint of want of transport-
saticn was unnec egs ry, and if &Hy orie is =zt faultm it is the Department

Commander, wno did ot make, proper arranssments before e stﬁrtei Vnen he

‘made nig we=nt3 known to raese Hea;ﬁr 8, aaa1t¢ona1 transportation IXxtXaxdk
xniaxxmsxx wes oriered to his Bepartment. There was 1o limit made in - A
mo ney allowznce for transportati n in tae D :

2 Department of tiue Platte until 2z

&

after or abcut the ti.e the Txpeaiti u came in.

P. k. Saeridan
Lieutewmex en'l. Commanding.




