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SIR: The Indiaas belowing to th i s  qency are  four bands of the Sioux 
tribe-Uper and Inwer Yanctonaie, Uncpaps, and Blackfeet. 'fheir reservation is 
a parallelogram formed by the forty-fifth an6 forty-eixth paral lel  of nae th 
la t i tude,  and by the ninety-ninth and one hundred and fourth meridian of west 
longitude, t o  *ich i s  added a t rac t  of country north of the forty-sixth para132 
bounded on the east and nortk by the one hundredth meridian and Beaver River, 
and on the west and north by the one hundred and second meridian and the Cannon 
B a l l  River. 

Though the d i s t r i c t  t h u s s t  part  f o r  these people has anaverage extent 
of two hundred miles from east t o  west and of one hundred mizes from north to 
sout t ,  t he i r  pressnt condition is, nevertheless, one 2 f  u t t e r  helpleesness. It is 
now, and w i l l  probably i n  the future be, impossible fo r  these Indians to  become 
self-sustaining here, The game on which they formerly subsisted i s  ant of the i r  
reach, and &eir  attempts at farmirig a r e  hopeless, because whatever has been 
planted so f a r  has been i n  some places ent i rely,  i n  others over o n e - b l f ,  ravaged 
by the grasshop~ers.  %e severe f ros ts  of winter, the droughts and Mlstorms of 
sunmer, and the sandy a l 'h l ine  nature of the s o i l  i n  genercll, are additional 
and i r r d d i a b l e  impediments to agriculture. %-is s t a t e  of things is a l l  the  more 
t o  be regretted because the Indians have, i n  both years that I had charge of 
them, shown great willingness to  conply with the advice gfven o them by the i r  
Great F,ther. 

!hey have located within a c i r c l e  of f i f t e e n  miles arovnd the agency, f ragl 
which they draw the i r  see- rations,  on sue;h spats as seemed to  be the most favorable 
t o  agrfculture. %e agency builOings are situated on the west bank of the bfjssanri 
River, about seven miles north of the forty-eixth para l le l  and twenty miles south 
of the mouth of Cannon B a l l  Rjver . the t r ac t  of country bet. een this r ive r  
and Standing Bock are selections f o r  farming purposes of folarteltnof the chiefs and 
headmen, among the U ~ p e r  and Loner Yanctomis, while the chiefs and headmen of the 
Uncpapa and Blackfeet bands have made the i r  selections, eleven-- i n  number, within 
f i f t e e n  miles south and southwest of the agency, %e Lower Yanctonnais have 
sixteen of the i r  l i t t l e  fanning settlbmente on the east side of the  Missouri Bjver. 
I had t h i s  spring 68 z cres  of pra i r ie  land opened, and 247 acres of old land s t i r red ,  
at a cost of $1,150, a i l e  the Indians themselves prepared about 75 acres; seeds o f  
Ree corn, nota,toes, turnips, squaefi, melons and onions, fo r  $832, were provided, and 
a good number of men engaged with the i r  squaws i n  planting and weeding the i r  fdelds 
am& garpte~spots ,  Unfortunately the i r  hoves have again been diecqrpointed. B e  
first s-anns of grasshoppers made their  appearance early i n  June and destroyed every- 
thing on four farms and sev ral gardexb~lots;  other swarms followed i n  July and continuec 
the i r  work of devastation dwing the whome month. Maw of the Indians a i t h  th& 
whole families sbood aXl day i n  the i r  f i e l d s  ffghting these enemies, and i n  
several places succeeded so f a r  a s  to  save a considerable part  of the i r  
crops; but only these on the east side of the Missouri have remained unharmed, 
%e discouragement i n  general, and as the l U n g  men begin to understand the i r  future 
prospects must eventually be based on the i r  own e f fo r t s  and success i n  agriculture,  
i t  vould not be d i f f i cu l t  to obtain the i r  hearty consent t o  a speedy removal into 
a re$ion *ere tne i r  exertions would secllrre them a living, 

These people w i l l  hardly ever be more r e a q  and willing than they are 
at the present time to  receive the benefit of the wise provisions made 
f o r  the i r  psrmanent welfare i n  the t reaty to receive the benefit of the wfse 
~ o v i s i o n s  made for  thefr pemamnt welfare i n  the t rea ty  of 1868, at Port Larsmie; 
nothing, indeed, can be more l ibe ra l  and salutary than the stip-tions s e t  for th 
i n  the  following a r t i c l e s ,  devi sed then and there fo r  the *ole Sioux t r ibe ,  by 
sbch men as Generale Sfierrnan, Harmey, Terry and b r ,  and the c iv i l ians ,  J.B. Benderan, 
Bathaniel G. Tg lo r ,  John B. Sanborn, and Samuel F, Tappan, commissioners on the par t  
of the United States: 


