
10R-1872 ' 
p. 7%?6, November 

, R*ncis A. 
1, Office of 
P%1 

THE IIrnIANS 

the 

R e  following are  tile r a i l r o a d s  d i c h  pass t'nrough Indian reservations, 
and by Which the in te res ts  of the Indian a re ,  or may be, affected. 

By a c t  of Jaly 2 ,  1864, en t i t l ed  *An act granting lands to  aid i n  
the c o ~ s t r u c t i o n  of a railroadand teletraph l i n e  from W e  S u ~ e r i o r  t o  
Ridge t Sound, on &e Pacific coast, by the northern route, t h i s  corporation 
waa ;rutliorized to  construct a rai l road between t h e  ~ o i n t s  named, and i t  was 
provided i n  t3e second section of t'nis &that *&e United States shall  ex- 
tinguish, as rapidly as may be consistent with public policy and 
welfare of said IEdians, the In&ian t i t l e s  t o  a l l  lands f a l l i n g  under the oper* 
t ion  of t n i s  a c t ,  and acquired i n  tine &nation to  the (road) m e d  i n  K c i s  
b i l l . "  Tile first t rac t  of country through which the l ine  of chis road passes 
to  which the Izldians have claim i s  that lying between the &d River of the North 
on the east  and the James River on&e west. !the claim of the Siseeton and W&- 
peton bands of S ~ O I ~ R  Indians to  t h i s  territor;. i s  recognized by the t r ea ty  of 
1567, By a c t  of June. 7 ,  1872, i t  was nade the duty of the SeOretary of the In t e r io r  
t o  examine and report to  Congress what t i b l e  or  in te res t  Vae said bands of Sioux 
Indians have t o  t h i s  aerr i tory,  and &at compensation sllouldb paid them therfor, 
The proceedings of the commission alo~ointed i n  _mrsance of t h i s  a c t ,  and 
the recornendations of the Office Knereon, w i l l  be found under the appropriate 
t i t l e s  of Vnis report. - - 

To the lends upon the l i a e  of t h i s  road 'Set~een the J m e s  Rives 
and the Missouri, no Indiail t r ibe  is  known to hava t i t l e .  % i s  whole tract 
is, h o ~ e v e r ,  HIndian countryn within the meaning of t i e  intercourse a c t  of 1834, 
and the same i s  true of the lands unon i;l-.is road fro.; the western bank o f  the 
Missouri to  the eastern border of the Terrfiory of Ibdhoo excegt as the 
road (as i t s  l ines  i s  at present u e r s t o o d  at t ~ i s  of f ice)  i s  to -oess through 
the Jocko reservation i n  Yestern Montana, established by the provisions of the 
t rea ty  of July 16, 1855, f o r  the Flatheads and other Irdians. Between the same 
two potnts the l i n e  of road a lso  nassed through the reservation of the Ar icbrees ,  
Mandans, and Gros Ventres, asfiic3, however, has only the authority of an Executive 
order (A-oril 12, 1870). Further on, the l i n e  of the road Passes north of and -war 
to the reservation established fo r  the Ma-xntain Croa I,dians, by the t reaty of 
May 7,i,1868. Y e s t  of Idaho to  the Pacific coast the l i n e  of the road doesnot 
intersect  aqV Indian reservation. 

So f a r  a s  operations inconstruction of this road have been carried on, 
no serious d i f f icu l ty  has Bet been encolmtered with any of the Indians. 
The S i ~ s e t o n  and 'iiahpeton bands, bj the t reety of 186Ty ceded to  the United 
States the r ight  to  construct railroads thro-agh the i r  country, and these Indians 
Have manifested no opyosition tothe constraction of the Borthern h c i f i d  Railroad. 
West of the Missouri River objections have been made by various Sioux Indians, 
members of the Ogalhla ,  Brule, and other bands, aqd by the Xorthern Cheyennes 
and Arapahoes, and survering and working p r t i e s  have been loudl~v threatened by 
three Indians. The proceedins of the ccrmmission, of ta'nich the Assistant Secretary 
of the Inter&or,  Hon. B.R. Cowen, was chairman, &nd hi& vis i t ed  t h i s  section of 
the cduntm during the past summer f o r  the especial purpose of removing the objec- 
t ions of the IndWs to the yrogress of the road w i l l  be found elsewhere. The 
most unfortunate feature of the s i tua t ion  is  the premature with&awal of the 
surveying party and i t s  rnilitw~ escort from the head-waters of t'ae Yellowstone 
River, i n  October last, i n  the face  of threatening denonstrations from some m a l l  
but noisy bznds of Simx from the Grand River and Loner agencies. The for 


