
b e l t  o f  c a u n t ~ j  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  f i l l  us, with ou r  own people,  who w i l l  

p e m n e n t l y  s epa ra t e  t h e  hos t  i l e  Indians of t he  n o r t h  from those  of t h e  south ,  

an& a l low u s  t o  d i r e c t  our  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  on one o r  t h e  o t h e r  at p l easu re ,  i f  

t h e r e a f t e r  they  coc t inue  t h e i r  a c t s  of i i o s t i l i t y .  

S u i n g  t h e  past y e a r  we &ve been i n f i n i t e l y  embarrassed by many causes t b  t 

I trust w i l l  not occur aga in .  In t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  yea r  t h e r e  seemed t o  be 

a concerted and misc&ievous design t o  ~ r r c i - o i t a t e  h o s t i l i t i e s  by a s e r i e s  of 

f a l s e  r e a o r t s  a l m d  without p a r a l l e l ,  such a s  th:.tt r e f e r r e d  t o  at For t  Buford, a n d  

t h e  subsequent r e2o r t  of t 3 e  Tnssacre of a l l  t h e  people on board t h e  steamboat 

Miner, bo th  of which were atrnufactured out  of whole c lo th .  These were followed 

by exag-erat ions of  similar na tu re  on t h e  o t h e r  t r a v e l l e d  roads,  such as t h 8 t  

of iioore% ranch, '  on t h e  P l a t t e ,  and of Bishop Larr1;y1s p ~ r t y ,  on t h e  Arkansas. These 

may have o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a n a t u r a l  r i v a l r y  f o r  business  on t h e  th ree  g r e a t  roads,  

t h e  f r i e n d s  of each aiming t o  d a m s e  t b e b u s i ~ e s s  of t h e  o the r s  by t h e s e  invent ions  

and exaggerationfi; bu t  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  that a l l  t h e  roads h v e  been s e r i o u s l y  

damged thereby ,  and worse y e t ,  e z i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  miuntain T e r r i t o r i e s  has been 

s e r i ~ u s l y  checked by them. There i s  and can be no remedy f o r  such t h i n g s  u n t i l  

t h e  people i:? r e n e r a l  l e w n  t o  nieasnre such r enor t s  by t h e  experience of  t h e  

pas t .  

But t h e r e  is  a p(-eseing neces s i ty  f o r  l e g i s l a t d o n  t o  g ive  g r e a t e r  assurance  

of s a f e t y  t o  l iYe  a:ld o roue r ty  on tthe p l a i n s .  The S t a t e s  of  Kansas and Xebrask , 

and the T e r r i t o r i e s  of Ihkot:,, Montana, Colorado, and Mew Xexico, have each, 

w i th in  t h e i r  ? rescr ibed  boundaries ,  a r i g h t f u l  c i v i l  and crirnina,l j u r i s i i c t i o n ,  
d 

/ but  t h e  t roops  have no l a w  f o r  t h e i r  onn guidance and p ro t ec t ion .  The Indian  t 

i n t e r c m r s e  l a w  of 1834 is u t t e r l y  i na3p l i cab le  t o  t h e  chse ,  f o r  by t h a t  l a w  wef 
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n ~ y  at any inoinent be c a l l e d  on t o  e j e c t  by f o r c e  t h e  whi te  ~ o p u l a t i o n  of t hese  ) 

Terr i tor ies ,which  embrace more o r  l e s s  of Indian lands.  Publ ic  lands  have 
1 

been sarveyed and s o l d ,  r a i l r a o d s  and s t a g e  ro-As locrtted, and telecrra>h lines, 

with  t h e i r  necessary  o f f i c e s  and s t a t i o n s ,  e s t ab l i shed  i n  a country where t h e  

anr~xxkxikk~xaac Indian  t i t l e  i s  c l e a r l y  recognized; and a l l  p a r t i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  

h-omkxgrxpphx~xB$~ t u r n  t o  t h e  mi l i ta . ry ,  t h e  only  v i s i b l e  na t iona l  a u t k o r i Q ,  

t o  g ive  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  t o  t h e i r  t i t l e s  o r  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  Towns and s e t t l e -  

ments a r e  d a i l y  "occurring" i n  western M c o t a  without any c i v i l  novernment, and 
x l * , s + *  

t h e  s e a t  of t h e  c i v i l  au t , ho r i ty  is  at Yancton, on t h e  Missouri r i v e r ,  too  j 
d i s t a n t  and inacces s ib l e  t o  be regarded. ?h.rders and robber ies  a r e  of f r equen t :  

occurrence,  with no p r a c t i c a b l e  aeans of ounishrient o r  prevent  im. The militaw 


