
The same causes which l e d  t o  a general  fee l ing o f  a-pprehension on account o f  

Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  at the  nor th ,  had a l s o  inanifested themselves i n  General Rancock's 

department, more especia l ly  along the  Arbnsa s  r i v e r  route  to New l+!exico, and the  

Smoky H i l l  road t o  Colorado. Very ear ly  i n  the season Indians of t he  Cheyenne, 

Kiowa, and Arapahoe bands had unreservedly no t i f i ed  t he  commanding o f f i c e r s  of posts  

and the s t w e  dr ivers  and a ~ e n t e  thnt  , a s  soon as t he  grass  grew, thejr wmld i n s i s t  

on our withdrawing from these  roads. General Eancock a l s o  learned tha t  ce r ta in  

O p l a l l a  and Brule Sioux had con;e dorm from the far north,  and were then i n  t r e a ty  

with the Cheyennes an$. DOT-Soldiers, arranging f o r  general  h o s t i l i t i e s  and a concert 

of ac t ion  on t h e i r  pr t .  He  accordingly col lec ted a force ,  mostly of the new seventh 

cavalry and thir ty-seventh infantry ,  with l i gh t  ba t t e ry  B, fourth a r t i l l e r y ,  and durirg 

the  month of Apri l  he proceeded in person t o  the  threatened country, v i z ,  that  

embracing For ts  Zarah, h r n e d ,  fuld Dodge on the Arkansas, and Forts Harker and Says 

on the  Smoky H i l l .  He held f u l l  iriterviews with nearly a l l  the leading men of the 

t r t b e s  I have named, but fo r  reasons f ~ l l y  s e t  f o r t h  in  h i s  report  of May 23, 1867, he ,  

on the 19th of A + l ,  burned the v i l l ape  of the  Cheyennes and Sioux on P~wnee Fork 

as a punishment f o r  depredations and murders previi;usly committed. I r e f e r  t o  t h e  

general ' s  report  of t h i s  w33ole matter, and beg that no indennificat ion be attempted 

t o  these t r i b e s  on t h i s  a c c m n t ,  f o r  it wo~ ld  encourage them to  believe themselves 

warranted t o  commit any number of murders and the f t s ,  and they would necessari ly 

i n f e r  that  we feared t o  s t r i k e  them i n  t h e i r  most vulnerable ~ o i o t s ,  v iz . ,  t h e i r  

property and families.  I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  catch t h e i r  warriors i f  once on t h e i r  

~ a r d ,  and the only mode of restminirip. then! i s  by making them f e e l  that we can rench 

t h e i r  property and fa,milies. Inasmuch as General %ncock has been re l i eved  of h i s  

c o m n d ,  a n h y  not be ab le  t o  cive me h i s  annual report  i n  time to ,% with t h i s ,  

I enclose herewith i n  place thereof the  following papers compiled a t  h i s  headquarters, 

viz. :  1. Dis t r ibut ion of t r o o p  Decenber 31, 1366. 2. Distr ibution of troops July 31, 

1867. 3. Distances trayellec? by detachrents from Deceniber, 1866, L o  September,  18G7. 

4. Actual res111.t~ of co l l i s i ons  of troops witk InCians. 5. Damage done t o  c i t i z en  

t r a i n s  t h i s  year. I a m  conviriceid. that  on t h i s  l i ~ e  a l s o  our troops have done 811 

that was possible,  and t h a t  without them we would have been compelled t o  abandon t h e  

roads a l together ,  and leave the  Ter r i to r ies  of 5ew Mexico and Colorado cut off 

en t i r e l y  from a r j  intercourse with the  r e s t  of our country, a s t a t e  of things not 

t o  be contemplated f o r  a moment by a government c la ix ing dominion of the  so i l .  


