
(General Orders So. 39 .) 

Headquarters Departaent o f  the  P l a t t  e ,  

W n a ,  Nebfaslnt, August 27, 1867. 

The genera l  c o m n d i n g  takes  p leasu re  i n  announcing t o  t h i s  command t h e  

following decided successes on the  p a r t  of t roons ,  serv ing  i n  t h i s  department, 

agdins t  g r e a t l y  supe r io r  numbers of h o s t i l e  1:ldians. 

On the  26th June l a s t ,  a wri p a r t y  of Sioux and Cheyennes combined, 

numbering between f i v e  and s i x  hundred warr iors ,  =der t h e  leadership  of Roman 

Nose, surrounded and a t tacked a t r a i n  of sup?l ies ,  escor ted  by for ty-e ight  men 

of the  7 t h  caval ry ,  ( t e i q o r a r i l y  serving i n  t h e  departaent  ,) under Lieutenants  

S. M. Eobbins and W. W. Coolc. The Indians surrounded t h e  t r a i n  f o r  t h r e e  hours, 

raaking desgera te  e f f o r t s  t o  canture i t ,  but were p a l l a n t l y  r e s i s t e d ,  and 

eventual ly reyulsed with a l o s s  of f i v e  = r r i o r s  k i l l e d  and severa l  wounded. 

Our l o s s ,  two men s l i g h t l y  wounded. The o f f i c e r s  and men engaged a r e  commended 

by t h e i r  corzmandinp: o f f i c e r  f o r  good c x ~ d u c t  i n  t h i s  t h e j r  f i r s t  enezgeraent with 

h o s t i l e  Indians. 

On t h e  26 i n s t a n t ,  Brevet Major James Powell, c t q t a i n  27th United S t a t e s  Infan- 

t ~ ,  with twenty-five men of h i s  corfl9any and f i v e  men of  h i s  company and f i v e  

c i t i z e n s ,  e:nplo:red i n  g e t t i q g  mod,  f i v e  mi les  from Fort  P h i l i p  Xenrney, found 

themselves cat  off from the f o r t  by a heavy fo rce  of Indians,  estimated by cool 

heads t o  be about two thousand. They took pos i t ion  i n  a s~nall c o r r a l ,  constructed 

of wag02 beds and ox-yokes, and i n  t 'nis l i t t l e  h a s t i l y  extemporized work these  

t h i r t y  men most g a l l a n t l y  and determinedly defended themselves f o r  t h r e e  a ~ d  a ha l f  

hours a g a i n s t  overwhelning odds. 

I n  t h e i r  f i rst  a s s a u l t  t h e  Indians were mounted, Driven back they dismounted, 

took t h e i r  horses  t o  the  r e a r ,  s t r i ~ p e d  themselves, and returned t o  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  

only t o  be  a g a i n  repulsed roith g r e a t  l o s s .  lilajor ?owell's pa r ty  were r e l i eved  by 

the  a r r i v a l  of 3revet  Lieutenant Colonel 3, F. Smith, bhjor  27th United S t a t e s  

in fan t ry ,  with two comanies  of in fan t ry  and some a r t i l l e r y .  

l 'Fortunately, 14ajor P3v1ellls part!? had just received t h e  new breech-loading 

r i f l e s , "  as ?,fajor Smith r e p o r t s ;  "hc7.d they been armed wi th  t h e  o ld  muzzle-loading 

arm they mst a l l  have been massacred before  r e l i e f  c m l d  have reached them." 

Major Powell modestly claiins s i x t y  Indians k i l l e d  md one hundred and twenty 

wounded. I t  i s  but just, however, t o  s t a t e  tha t  r e l i a b l e  c i t i z e n s  and o the r s ,  

well  informed as t o  r e s u l t  and indica t ions ,  a s s e r t  t'neir f i r m  convict ion t h a t  not  


