
Si r .  I hzve tLe honor t o  subnit  the follotrin[ u s  aiir t t i - d  ennual repor t ,  

thougk I have but ii "tie Bo add no-c I-ei.erofore re,)orted i n  r ; ~  zotnunicction ol' 

June liist: 

Yle condition of the  Indians under my charge remiins t21 s a c  es  r:cc described 

b:r me at t k z t  t i i ie ,  sav the m e l i o r a t i o n  ne have from time t o  t i n e  I.-en obliged 

t o  extend t o  then i n  the may of food, i lot l i ing,  and arm~4itian. 

The t r i b e  mostly no;7, as Z e n ,  renaizi i n  c-nd &out the  set t lements ill srr,all 

detsclments, :rILeretg ;hey a r e  tke  be-%er ab le  "0 i n  i~3rt support ther~selves  b: the 

cf-,ise, a:12 a lGo  t o  exact f ron  the ~ z n c h e n t  occzsional donations of food. 

I have i n  f o m e r  comuriicntions eGla ined  l ~ ~ k y  these :)eople a r e  kere so near 

and eve:: m i n ~ l i n i  n i t h  the  vh i t e  s e t t l e r & .  "he ;]lains Indians laving been driven 

'cac'r; i n  consequence of the m r  :;ii.ici; IES been going on f o r  three  years, tl-e ontelop 

Lave bec-r.;e unusually :*nty on the 2 l a in s  e a s t ,  but  t h i s  ~zs-le i: 2rocurable only x i  

the best  guns. Yl-ie bori snd aprov are no longer or" any use ; f o r  this r e t s t o  1 have 

tiod "u ouL;21;~ then i t L  zone guns =d a c o n s i d e r ~ t l e  m,10mt of m u n i t i o n .  Taese 

bcnds Lilve a lzo b,en :~b l e  t o  p e n e t r a k  tke LufTalo county:: on or:e 07 t o occasions, 

.*nd t;-erety t o  add I I E  t c r j  t l l y  t o  t h e i r  L toclr of dr2- r i e ~ t  cr,d ~ L i n s .  ;he proximity 

the  Cheyennes, hornever, did not a b i ;  of remnixing l o n ~  ic t ka t  v ic in i ty .  The 

buffalo t h a t  once svramied i n  these ~ o u n t a i n  2er:;s, the zncient hone of these people, 

Gave a l l  3iszA,peare8 s ince  the s e t t l enen t  of the count;-,. by xh i t e  r;ien; kence the  a 

s t a rv ing  c o n d i ~ i o n  i n  hich ne f ind  then to-day. 3 u r i w  my l x t e  t r i p  %Grouch the 

mountains of 210 days, c-nd I nay say during a sbo le  season of t r ave l l i ng  through 

t E i s  country, I have not seen gtme enough t o  have subsisted one lodge; an2 although 

myself much more s k i l f u l  than tke  aver .ge  of hunters,  hrvc not f o r  30 dqrs t o ~ e t h e r  

keen able  co k i l l  Lnything l a r g e r  tl,an n jack rabbit .  

The ~ ~ u e s t i o n  is, iffhat i s  t o  i,eco~he o f  t he sc (~ t e )peop l e?  Tliey rnust hcve 

food, or they w i l l  levy contriburions 03 the rihite s e t t l e r s ,  and that ,  of course, 


