
go~ernment, a s  w i l l ,  i t  is  thoueht, furnizh L t r ue  account of our Indian d i f f i c u l t i e s  

of l a t e ,  ncl teri.3 TO e n l i s t  such ser ious  a t t en t i on  'cy the  d e 2 ~ r t n e n t  and Zonj-ess 

u;)on tkc; sut j.-ct o f  the  r:ltnb~i:c~cnt of our Indian ~ f f a i r s  as  will r e s u l t  i n  the  hdoptio 

of ;aecsd;.es %:,at =re  jus t ly  due t o  t people strri;glinc f e e t l y  ;.-d voinly agains t  the 

i r r s s i s t i b l e  cohrse of  events. 

i t t e  c i v i l  war afforded : ~ n  extraordinary occasion f o r  the d e v e l o ~ ~ e n t  of 

the inhere:l~ wur spk r i t  among o 1tlr;e nmker  of Indians; frequent nurders,  -aids, and 

the Jes t ruc t ion  of nuch valuablt: pr.02erty resul ted  uLereTrom. About the  close of  the 

nar  endeavors viere rchde t o  turn  *,ke ~~c: . t  rfisarfect d -0 the i n . e r e s t s  of ,,eccc. 

Commissioners were ze s t  ia  1665 t o  the  l ios t i le  Sioux Lands i n  the n o ~ t h ,  ketvaeen t h e  

?le;te and ;:issouri r i ve r s ,  aad "o the  unfriendly GLegrennes, ,~rzpak~oes, +aches and 

Comanches, south of the  I l a t t e ,  ho entcred i n to  t r e L  t i e s  vii'ch these t r i b e s  f o r  tte 

set';lemeat of a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  - nd ob l ica t inz  :~eaceQul condilct. Ccarcekr kid the 

compacts bccn proclaimed &en Zepredatior; a r d  i ~ o s t i l i t i e s  nere a,-ain ranewed. Among 

various bands i n  Da--ot> ser ious  d i sa f fzc t ion  aL s e:;Libitcd i n  tLe f a 2  of 1066 i n  the 

com5ssion of re2eated outrages. =ioldencd by t h e i r  succeeses a l x g e  number 

tended t o ~ e t k c r  f o r  the l>uqose  of breakin:_ u? c e ~ t a i n  mi1itaz;- posts ,  a::d dr iv ing 

tl,e so ld ie r s  m d  c i t i z ens  out of t!,e country. ,L considera t lc  3 o r c   about 96  en) 

sen t  out  egyinsf t h i s  pa r ty  i2 3ecern'ucr L A s t  Trox Tort i Jhi l ,  Kearney, one of tte new 

posts  e s t a l l i sked  folrt the protect ion of' tLe route of  t r ave l  ty er~ i j r t .n t s  an2 o thers  t o  

Lontana, through what is calli;d the P o ~ d e r  r i v e r  coul t rp ,   rere re u r : f ' o ~ t u ~ ~ t c l y  drawn 

i n t o  mItush *3(! barvarousiy raassacred. '11ie detcrrriination t o  vr,i;e r? r les,e?~ t c  m s r  w t s  

apparent, cnd l i k e l y  t o  extend f a r  and ~ i d e .  On we 18 th  of Fcbrmzry lfist the 

Presiden aL)20inted a commission o f  m i l i t a ry  o f f i c e r c  a23 c i v i l i a ~ i s  t o  -Tisit the  scene 

of k o s t i l i t i e c  acd i n~ re s t i ga t e  %lie d i i f bcu l t i e s .  They xere inzt ructed t o  asce r ta in  

who nere tf-e iictors i n  tLe rx~ssacre  a t  Fort  I C i l ,  h e a r ~ e g ;  chat  2or t i cn  of the Indians 

i n  t h a t  sect ion ijere t o s t i l e ;  i;if-et f r iendly ,  and Lo se2al-ate ti-c.e c lasses  t y  p l a c i w  

the  1 r ; t t e r  upon reservst ions.  The cornnissioners (Le::erais a. du l ly ,  5. L. Sanborn, 


