1867

Department of the Interior
Qffice Indian affairs,
Noyember 15, 1867.

Sir: I have the honor, in the absence of the Cormission of-Indian Affairs,
. who is now and has teen for some time past engaged in the discharge of duties
devolved upon him, under the act of Congress of 20th July ultimo, creating a

commission o establish peace with certain ho tile Indian iribes, to submit the

usudl annwval report of the Indian Bureau.

‘Most of the tribes, purticularly those settled upon reservations, who are

friendly «nd peaceable, hove, 1o a considerable degree, made advances in the attain-
ment of many of the benefits of that condition of civilization to which the govern-
ment, by treaty stipulaﬁions, and under a sense of its obligations as their

guardina and protector, has sought to raise them. slthough their progress has béen

slow, hardly answering the expectutions of those who have looked for more general

and marked results, yet the instances are frequent, as the facts in their history deﬁ&

elop, of a decided change, indiecating the practicability of their being brought from
a state of berbarism and ignorance to the possession of a nobler and higher style of
life. The rcports of thevarious Indian agents, not only for this vear but of'precedi;

7_3@&?3, show the good spirit that preveil. with many in regard to their moral, intellee

ual, and social elevation, and their willingnesé to engage in industrial pursuits.

But so long as the red man remains in a position where he is subjeet.to influences
e i 7  J§br¢ numerous and potent for evil than those put in motion for his good are capable’
‘of:eounteracﬁing and overcoming, no great progress in these respeets may te realized
;§r $§eg:gxp¢cted. No doubt the rreatest obstacle to the consurmation of ends su much

:

;ﬁldesiréa;is to b¢;found mainly in his almost constant contaet with the vicious,

f'unseégpgldﬁé,whités, who not only teach him their Lase ways, but defraud and rob him,
4 and, often ﬁithout cause, with as little compunction s they would experience in )
1 killing a dog, take eVen‘his life. ﬁnother cause or hindrance is the faét that the
A Cp - |

Indian has no certainty ss tothe permenent possession of the land he occupies and whi




