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The seven bands of Sioux embraced in my agency number about 135,000 sould;

about one-third Qf-thowe-ere-Fiddendly. A powerful and warlike people, proud,
haughty =nd defiant; will sverage six fee® in height, strong muscular frames, and

very good horsemen; well dressed, principally in dressed skins and rohes; rich in

horses and lodges, have greét abundance of meut, since the Buffalo, elk, antelope,

and deer sbound in their(cbuntry. rhey say they ure ¢nd1ans, and do not wish to
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hange their mode of living, but would not objsct to any arrangement by Whlehtheir-

ren might be induced to live differently._"Big-head," chief of the Yanctonais,

Lo is regarded as one of the most hostile chiefs in thg’Sioux nation, on invitatien,

came on board the boat &t Fort Pierre Wlth his war pgrty, partook of bread and
coffee, accepted for hlmnelf a spy—glass una jewelpy for his several wives, itrinkets
for his children, &c. He conducted himself in t most becoming manner, and
after an hour or twe spent in conversatlon re  red{ 5pparently well pleased with
his entertaiment.

In conversation he told me that h had'received no znnuities for six yeara;

G? that, if I would give him these also, e would then receive his portion of the

} . [\goods there ready for aellvury. Thi I was not Jrcpared to do, when he declined
"
% to enter the council or be presenf on dﬂlzvery of the goods.

Those unfriendly Sioux Yve committed sundry depredations within the last

s s

year or Lwo. Of' course they éiknowledge no treaty obligations resting upon them,\
it ot y
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«_d,ﬂ)(ang lose :othing by v1ol&t1ng those made by thelr people. Two years ago some 4529

{fﬂur hundred of those Sioux dttacked Fort Unlon. After burgigg_ﬁgﬁ.auihuildingﬁ
p /___..-M' ¥«
,rﬁqr tﬁ; past. killing some thirty head éf cattle and horses, kllling and wounding

,‘éfiifﬂfffﬂigﬂgbﬁﬁxininiiy, engaged in cutting hay, fired the fort, but were fired

gﬁ@onAagd were dispersed with the loss of several killed and wounded, and left P

-for dead two men found outside the fort.
About the same time they attacked a party of Crows in their own country, .
-and killed twenty-five or th?fEI;, They have, indeed, driven the Crows from their
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