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vantage of an opvonent in trace, whether fair or unfair. There was s
mM T -
state of warfare perpetually existing between rival est=blichments in

the *ndiazn country, except in case of sickness or searcity of
provigions, when hostilities ceased for a time, and the onposi te party
came to the rescue 0f those who were in distriess; and afforded svery
assistance pogsible. wsuch exhibvitisns of quslities so contradictory

were charactsristic of 211 the 0ld clzss of dindisn itraders.

.Qfa iIn times of famine oy of sickness smong the Indisns themselves,

h

2 o 40 one was sent away
unarelieved, sc long as hic stores lasted. The conscguence 07 such
zenerosity bore its lezitimats fruit. The reliznce ol the ssvage
upon his tradexr begezme, in the courss ol time, ~1mos without limit,
and he took nmo importznt step without first c¢ounsultioz hime. 7The white:
man was the conlfidant of hie joye and his sorrows, anda his influencs
was augmenteu in proportion. That this influsuoce was not often usec
to accomplish selfiéh snd uaworthy purposes, I do not nretend to
assert. That it w.s more freguently emmloyed for the benefit of the
lpdisn and of his race, 1 most unhesitatingly believe.

As ths trader_;egeiveé his zoods on créﬁit, =t a2 stipulated orice
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above the cost, either from individual / merchsnts, or from associa-

tisng, £0 he in turun made =dvances tc -he Indi-n hunters, ag his

i

knowledge of their characters for honesty and skill in the chase justi-
fied him in so doing. The system of cre'its was adopted more or
lsss generally throughout the Northwest, and nas not entirely ceassed

everi atithis day, but it must soon comeé to an end, for civilizs3
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on,
with all its blessings, can afford no substitute for tne simple Indian

trader of the oldsn time; who, ecuzlly with honest Leastherstocking,

shunned.the society of nis feilow ‘hite men, and sbove all, dsspised




