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accusations mads zzainst them in many cases coupbtained their own

refutation. While nothing was more certsin to destroy his hopes of
; : ,

: . ,

;success in trade btnan a state of active hostilitises betwesun the
H

lings with =znd other bands of savages, he has been

£

Slndians he had des

& thousand times accused of incitiang wsr between them. hever

Vi e—

~nesitating a moment to sqve a cgptive from v1ol nce, at any veril to

dhis own life, or at any sacri.ice of his nrOpbrty, he hse been
; denouncecd as void of 411 Teeliungs in common with civilized man, and

as o mers trafficker in human blood. With too much self resnect to

contradict charges :o absurd snd improbable, and with an undue contempb
for public ownipion, it is not surprising that scarcely a voice has
besn rasised, or a pen wielded in his behalf.

Thers ie an unwritten chapter yet t0 be contributed to the records

of the Worthwest, which will place the 4ndian trader in a proper
light before the couuntry, while it will not seek to extenuste sither
his defects or vices. This is neither the time nor the place for such

a production, but it will doubtelss be a grateful task, and peculiarly

within the province of this Society, 1o cause the memory of the men,
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who, of all others, are most intimately identified with ths / garly

i

. history of liionesota, to be relieved from the weight of obloguy so° un-
justly heapecd upon them.
Theywere a class of men emineuntly distinct from all others in their

modes of thought snd of life, and they cahnst, thercfore, be justly

measured by the standard which obtains in civilized communities.

They were, for the most part, imfividusls of little or no educatimg -

but remarkable for their snergy znd for fidelity tc their engagementsf
T"\_
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In f.ct, the whols system of Indian trade was necesgg;;lymhﬂgggmgpon

tne persomal integrity of the employer sud tﬁgﬂggpleﬁﬁ-“Generally
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