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INDIAN TRADEERS3 - THFIR REPUTED, AND TERIR TRUR Cf“TAOTU‘.

1
About two hundred years have elapsed since Minnesota was first

ezplored by ~“hite men. Two Frenchmen, long before the visit of

of lukes lying vestward from bgke Superior. How far thev penetrated

owards the sources of the liississippi we kno- not, as the informa-
tion we possess, relative to their movements, is very limited. They

were Indian traders, the'pionears of that bold and hardy class of

men, who, despising t&e comforts and the seductions of eiwilized 1life,

-

have, -since that period, explored the recesses of our forests, and the

wide expanss of our prairiss, aﬂﬁ gazed with rapture upon the beawy

it

and magnliicence of cur lakes, while they have extended the influence
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of the children of Japhet, far and wide among the tribes of the

dor thwe st.

Cﬁnagg,was the principal nursery of this class of adventurers,

who, fascinated by the unrektralnea Jibsrty of actiocn-eifered s
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trade with Indians, and by the novelty / connect&é with it, entered

upon the vocation with greut ardor. Stimulated loss %y g prospect af
-ain than by the excitement of new scenes, and the hone of new
discoveries, the Indisn trader was arrested by no diffdculties or
déngeré, discouraged by nd fatigue or expcsure,kfrom tﬁé accomplishe-
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ments of the object he had in view. Perheps no body of men have ever

been so mlbunderetGOQ aud misrevressnted as those of which he formed

Je thsm have been ascribed ‘not onmly all the evils

.and ﬁutrages‘tnat.are thﬁ accbmpaaiments~of extreme frontier l1lifs,

’;where law is unfelt znd unkoown, bdbut they have -bgen churged with

,kfraud and tillainyféfravary conceivable deScripE&g&; The Very




