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we received from Indian people, They have been exploited and commercialized 
sideshows a t  rodeos and other  events so  t h a t  we a r e  most for tunate  i n  
having them come here and pa r t i c ipa t e  expecting no other compensation 
other than what they might win i n  contes ts  or  i n  the  a r t s  and c r a f t s  
exhibit .  We have t r i e d  t o  cu l t i va t e  t he  leaders i n  various t r i b e s  and 
t o  do something constructive i n  the way of a t  l e a s t  encouragement wHdi& 
Indian people i n  the  so lu t ion  of some of the  problems they a re  faced 
with. I believe, one of the  things t h a t  can be accomplished i s  t o  
bu i ld  be t t e r  r a c i a l  pr ide  with the  Indian so  t h a t  the  i n f e r i o r i t y  com- 
plex resu l t ing  from discrimination and the  domineering a d t u d e  of Whites 
w i l l  be overcome. 

Many years ago, I was i n  very close associa t ion with the  Sioux and Assiniboine 
on the  Fort  Peck Reservation i n  Montana. I spent a g r ea t  deal  of time with 
them and had many friends.  It was r a t h e r  a pecul iar  s i t  ion+gael because 

many families of the  d i f f e r en t  Sioux t r i b e s  remaine La t e r  the surrender 
of S i t t i n g  Bull, There were qui te  a few Custer Batt  

* 
ong them.. 

Some of them remained t h e w a f t e r  being d r  Pddow d remained 
on the Fort  Peck Reservation. I had lea rn  d t o  speak a l i t t l e  Sioux and 
some s ign language. I regre t  now tha t  I did  not keep any records because 
I did  not then r ea l i z e  the h i s t o r i c  value of so  doing, There were many 
ceremonies and dances which a r e  now l o s t  and i n  staging t h i s  a f f a i r  I 
had hoped t h a t  some of these co lor fu l  and i n t e r e s t i ng  th ings  could be 
revived, However, the  younger Indians do not know them and many a re  not  
in teres ted.  The old  timers have passed on and many things which could 
have been enter ta ining and educational a s  wel l  a r e  gone, We have t o  do 
the  bes t  we can with what our Nredn' f r i ends  a re  now able  t o  do although 
anyone fami l ia r  with the  old Indian l i f e  r ea l i z e s  t h a t  some of the modern 
things a r e  comparatively unauthentic, 

We have received a l o t  of d i f f e r en t  constructive c r i t i c i sm  of the  show 
which i s  welcome. Af t e r a l l  we have an audience t o  please and t a s t e s  

a r e  varied,  I think, one c r i t i c i sm  i s  t h a t  the  presentation of awards 
involves too  much time, The matter  of the  hlks was embarrassing t o  us, 
They requested f i v e  minutes on the  program and they took twenty-five 
minutes, I noticed t h a t  a g r ea t  p a r t  of the  audience got up and l e f t .  
We w i l l  avoid t h a t  s o r t  of thing i n  the  future ,  I, too, th ink t h a t  your 
suggestion t h a t  we should not have anything t o  obst ruct  the  view of the 
audience during the  Indian dances was very good, The foo twork  of some 
of these Indians seems t o  me t o  be worth while seeing, There were om 
very s k i l l e d  dancers. There were many mom Indians t h a z i s b  e n t e A e s e  
dance contes ts  than we had ant ic ipated so  t h a t  we had only one panel of 
judges and made the  dance program too long. Next year we w i l l  t r y  t o  
s p l i t  up the  dance program and perhaps have three  contests  and three s e t s  
of judges which w i l l  shorten the dance contes t  andspread the  a f f a i r  out  
s o  t h a t  it can be be t t e r  seen from a l l  p a r t s  of the  grandstand. We a l so  
have t o  do something t o  keep our Indian f r i ends  from blocking t he  view 
of the audience. We ins t ruc ted  the  National Guard and the others  who 
were regulating the crowds not t o  ge t  too rough with Indian people and 
t o  use every means t o  avoid discourtesy with them and it was, therefore,  
a  l i t t l e  hard t o  keep the stage and t rack  c lear .  I think, the  only 
answer i s  more t r a f f i c  o f f ice rs .  


