
1tf.a~ a safe bet t h a t  no l i a r  would snoke t h e  pipe, f o r  the Indians 

believed that the snzoke carried t h e i r  words s t m i g h t  t o  &he~.@~c~%t Sp i r i t ,  

and t ha t  Be wonh send them t o  the I3agp.y Ermting %ormlls i n  short order 

if they proTaned the pipe with falsehood, Sometimes two Inen svould smoke 

the  gipe a d  t e l l  d i f fe rea t  s tor ies ,  eaoh one believiizg he was r i sh t .  

In  t h a t  case the jury'brought i n  no v e d i c t .  But i n  s shor t  t ine  oone 

o r  the  other claimant mas sure t o  d i e ,  and then everyone xould knoii~ that 

he had been lying, aad the  honor woulO go t o  h i s  .J&d. 
P1 sven $oday, m y  o l d  men we f i r m  i n  t h i s  belief .  If you argue ~ 5 t h  

them and t e l l  t h m  t a t  t h e  smoke does not 50 t o  Beaven, they Mil answer- 

w'3ell then, where &ires it go?" 

This oxplains why a pipe was almys used i n  m;tBiag peace, The peace- 

pipe was just an ordinary pipe that; had been prayed over and moked by 

both the  contracting part ies.  It clinched the bargain. Bnd the Indian 

didn't s top with peace-raaking, Xe used the pipe ?Ln a11 sorts of 

It was l i k e  sheking+bnds o w  a bargain. There was no backi- out 

of a deal  a f t e r  the  pipe had been saaoked. 

The pipe was used i n  =king wak 88 i n  the same way, imen a cthief 

wanted. to  go on the mr-path he would i nv i t e  otlies: m e n  tcr h i s  t en t ,  and 

was a so lem pled*, The cwtom was so  general anone the Indians, that 

i n  t h e i r  bzqgli3ge " to  take t he  pipe" means t o  *re 

The use of the pipe was part of every rel igious cereluony, and of  fl 

every council, a d  e 

a badge o f  h i s  off ic 


