
4 7 6  TFTH A V E N U E  

M r  Lawrence C. Hull 
120 Broadway 

Eew York 

Dear Xx Hull: 

Various b r i e f  re f  erences t o  Indian s c a l p  bounties  w i l l  
be found i n  the f o l l o w i n g  book. 

Macleod, W i l l i a m  Christie 
The American Indian f r o n t i s r .  London: Kegan Paul ,  

1928 [ N ~ W  York: Knopf 1, (The h i s t o r j  of c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  ) 

On page 223 he says: n I n  1641, f a l l i n g  out w i t h  some 
of the  Har i tan  Indiana (Delawares of Lenape of upper New ~ e r a e y ) ,  
Kief t  f ~ o v e r n o r  sf t h e  EJew Netherlands] of fered  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  
notorious head o r  s c a l p  bount iee. He of fered ,  publ ic ly ,  t e n  
fathoms of wampum., . f o r  each head of a Rarifan brought ir, by 
anyone. 

I n  the  chapter  e n t i t l e d  #The d e s t r u c t i o ~  of the  VJest 
Coast Tribes, he w r i t e s  (p,  488) : nThe lest American s e a l p  
bounty had been offered by the t e r r i t o r y  of Indiana i n  1814, 
when a reward of f i f t y  d o l l a r s  w a s  s e t  ' t o  o f f e r  s u f f i c i e n t  en- 
couragsmnt t o  the  e n t e r g r i s e  and bravery o f  our f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s .  "' 

3 There is no f u r t h e r  mention of bounties i n  h is  accounts 
o f  Indian t roub les  dur ing  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  s i x t i e  s and sevent ies .  
Xacleodts book seems t o  be a c a r e f u l ,  well-documented study, and 

\ 
I should be inc l ined  t o  accept h i s  statement that t h e  last bounty 
was offered i n  1814. I supgose t h a t  it is poss ib le  that t h e r e  
ma,y have been ins tances  whsre u n o f f i c i a l  rewards were offered l o -  
c a l l y  f o r  Indian sca lps .  

The fo l lowing c o l l e c t i o n  may also be of i n t e r e s t .  

Laws of t h e  co lon ia l  and s t a t e  overnments r e l a t i n g  t o  f Indians a d  Indian affairs, 1 33 t o  1830 inc lus ive ,  w i t h  
a n  appendix containing the  proceedings of the Congress of the  
Confederation and the  laws of Congress from 1800 t o  1830 on 
the  same subjec t .  
Vashington, 1831. 

I hope t h i a  s l igh t  information may help t o  answer the 
quest  ion. 


