
embodied i n  book form together  with an very e labora te  desc r ip t ion  

of  t he  Cree verb,  occupying a l toge the r  267 pages. A s  a  standard 

work on t h e  Cree language the book deserves a  place arnong the archives  o 
I\ 

of t h i s  country. What has been done i n  Toto the  w r i t e r  does not  know, 

bu t  i t  i s  bel ieved t h a t  much has been accomplished. The f i rs t  t r a n s -  

l a t i o n  of' t h e  e n t i r e  Bible  i n  Cree by Jdr,  and LZrs, Uason occupied some 

20 years ,  and Mrs. Mason dsed, ( i t  i s  be l ieved)  soon a f t e r  i ts  comple- 

t i o n ,  from the  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  work e n t a i l e d ,  but  t h e r e  a r e  many I 

typographical e r r o r s  i n  the t r a n s l a t i o n ,  an a more co r rec t  one and 

b e t t e r  a s  t o  Cree, has been made by the  Ben. Archdeacon J. A. bgackay. 

Other books of smaller  s i z e s  have also been p r in ted  togethcr  with almanacs. 

By means of s y l l a b i c s  the Indians have been enabled t o  co r r -  

espond with each o ther  where they have not  learned Ehglish. I n  the  

e a r l y  days, i n  the  absence of note  paper,  b i r ch 'ba rk  would. o f t e n  be 

used, and z t  times a t r a v e l l e r  woulfi use a s  a pen a piece of charcoal ,  

and w r i t e  on a t r e e  divested o f  some o f  i t s  bark,  f o r  another Indian 

coming a f t e r  him t o  read. I t  i s  remarkable vhat  l i n g u i s t s  some of these 

n a t i v e s  a r e ,  o f t en  speaking severa l  languages. But i f  a Cree and Toto 

meet, the former must speak the tongue of the  l a t t e r .  Beaut i fu l  a s  t h e  

Cree language i s ,  i t  i s  exceedingly d i f f i c u l t  t o  reduce i t  t o  poet ry ,  

owing t o  the  lengthy  words, sorne o f  ~ h i c  run i n t o  t h e i r  teens.  I n  

t r a n s l a t i n g  hymns thc  w r i t e r  bus had t o  rnake two ve r ses  out of' one i n  

the  hnc l i sh ,  and i t  i;., exceedingly d i f f i c u l t  t o  make i t  rhyme. The 

Indians a r e  good s i n g e r s  and can p r a i s e  God with a  loud voice. Such 

music i s  f a r  ahead i n  every way of a  heathen d i t t y ,  and through the  

love o f  God, as manifesed i n  t h e  Person of H i s  Pee r l e s s  Son I Q o  d ied  

f o r  s inner s ,  i t  w i l l  come t o  pass  i n  t h e  ages t o  come, t h a t  amid count- 

l e s s  myriads out of a l l  peoples on thc  e a r t h  who w i l l  surround. the  Zamb 

of God i n  Glory, some of the  lndians  vqho once roamed over the  v a s t  

P r a i r i e s ,  d e l i g h t i n g  t o  shed blood and perform a c t s  o f  c  
ly 

forg iven  and saved  ill appear a s  t roph ies  of D i v i a e ~ G r a  

l v N o t  unto us  0 Lord, no t  unto us ,  bu t  unto Thy Name be the  

Praise!  


