
Archdeacon Co--:ley's, ;vent on t o  Se lk i rk  where we s l e p t ,  a  t o i l i n g  r o w  

next  day and re71ched 'i'innipeg at dusk, Saturday, s l e p t  i n  the  boat t h a t  

n i g h t ,  but  J i l l i a m  Chief was taken t o  t h e  hospi ta l" .  

But such t ed ious  voyages were soon a f t e r  t h i s  discont inued,  

when "the use o f  stearners becarne a n e c e s s i t y  i n  the f i s h  indus t ry ,  s o  

t h a t  i n  navigat ing the  r i v e r s  un6 l a k e s  now, there  i s  verji l i t t l e  

comparison, but  a g r e a t  c o h t r : ~ s t .  

Supplies  were imported by York Boat from 'Jlinnipeg and 

Norway Bouse, and the  same k ina  of c r a f t  used f o r  export in2 the  vas t  

n~mber  of fu r s .  The monotony of t r a v e l l i n g  alsn; the  numerous r i v e r s  

and l a k e s  would zt times b e  l-jroken by the appearance of a moose, soon 

t o  be shot  and a t e n ,  ~ i h i l e  duclrs and geece :;ere imumera.ble. \Thoever 

has seen thc  hallling of a York boat up the  dangerous r a p i d s  o r  over a  p 

portage t v i l l  no t  soon forge t  the pu t t ing  f o r t h  o f  muscle by the s tu rdy  

swamgies who always seemed i n  hood s p i r i t s .  On going ashore t o  e a t  o r  

camp f o r  t hc  n i g h t ,  the>- had  t o  cook t h e i r  ovn f o o d ,  and no  %lat ter  hotlr 

hazardous the  journey had been, so long a s  no one was in ju red ,  they  

would laugh heartily a t  t h e i r  narrow escapes. The s t a b l e  a r t i c l e s  o f  food 

were f l o u r  and pork or  bacon; a (~d  i t  used t o  aniusc the  lF?riter t o  see t h e  

r a p i d i t y  -ni th  which thw -;rould prepare the  bannocks. One f ry ing  pan -::auld 

do duty f o r  s eve ra l  men t o  begin the  baking, anti soon a  n'ii~iber o f  bannocks 

were placed on aooden skewers i n  f r o n t  o f  the  f i r e .  Often the  bread thus 

prepared would be i n s u f f i e n t l y  cooked, but  the  stomach of a hard v ~ r k i n g  

na t ive  seemed a marvelc~us r e c e p t i c l e  f o r  foo(:i both i n  q u a l i t y  an6 quaati$y, 

After  .t;hc- days work and meals were over, and e r e  ly ing  down OM. Mother 

e a r t h  i t  w a s  usual  f o r  them t o  s i n g  a  h p m  2nd t o  pray; sometimes afso  

reading the Bible.  It i s  fezred t h e r e  i s  very l i t t l e  of t h i s  among the  

P l a i n  Indians.  The Swampdes both a t  home and w a y  genera l ly  acknoivledge 

God i n  a l l  t h e i r  mags, m d  on Sundays e s p e c i a l l y  they m 

f o r  publ ic  viorship. The w r i t e r  does not  know even t o  h  

i n f i d e l  amongst &ny -tho had received Chr i s t i an i ty .  

I n  t h e  Pas d i s t r i c t  tile na t ives  used t o  l i v e  mainly upon f i s h  

and game; but  a t  c e r t a i n  t i n e s  the  musk rat  entered l a r g e l y  i n t o  t h e i r  


