
an important p a r t  a s  means of t r anspor ta t ion  t o  Pr ince Albert .  The , 

w r i t e r  and family t r a v e l l e d  and camped i n  a wagon drawn by a yoke of 

oxen. A s  y e t ,  t h e r e  were no br idges  spanning the  r i v e r s  i n  these  

p a r t s ,  but a Ferry :v~s  found a t  the  cross ing  o f  the  South Branch, only 

we never used i t ;  f o r  a sudden rush  of .::ater during the n i g h t  f o l l o ~ i n g  - 
our a r r i v a l  the re  c a r r i e d  the c r a f t  away. The cross ing  of everything 

(save the animals :ad  v e h i c l e s )  i n  a s k i f f ,  occupied days; t h e  b e a s t s  I 
being nnde t o  s w i m  ond c a r t s  and wagons made i n t o  a t a f t .  A t  Prince 1 
Albert  some f i v e  meek2 werc spent wai t ing t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  the o l d  

steamer nlYorthcotelt . This --as the  boat  t h a t  f igured  s o  promin e n t l y  

i n  the  Rebel l ion  of 1885; and $he v r i t e r  has  a p i c t u r e  frame made f r o m  

some o f  t he  v\rood of it. Boarding the worthy vesse l  a-b the H. 13. C. Pos t  

one Sa.turday morning, e a r l y  ;.re s t n r t e d ,  passing Captain ~ o o r e ' s  M i l l  

an& descenaing the  C6al F a l l s  and many o ther  r ap ids ,  u n t i l  a t  top  speed 

the  P:- s T,-?c.s reached on Sunday af ternoon while the Indians were i n  church. 

The a r r i v a l  of "Steamboat" ( as th, Indians used t o  shout aloucl t o  each 

o ther  f r o m  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r )  mas an occasion o f  much exciterlent 

and i n t e r e s t  anong thc  n a t i v e s ;  and many assembled a t  t h e  Landing. As 

t he  clergyman (Rev. iieary Cochrane) nns t o  go aboard, the  congregation 

a t  once turned llt. During t h i s  voyage a baby l;lizc born t o  u s  on the 

boat  and as the Hon. Dafid Laird an8 o t h i r  notables  were on board,  they 

wished him t o  be c a l l e d  a f t e r  the  boat 2nd the appela t ion  ves given him. 

(The w r i t e r  has been informed t h a t  it was the wish o f  the boa-bls crew). 

I n  those days the  Pas  pre>.ented a v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  appearance 

from now; though the  Jood Indians themselves were f a r  more advanced i n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  than the  w u d e r e r s  o f  t he  P r a i r i e .  Idoreover, the  church 

znd TtTission House were f i n e  bu i ld ings ,  p a r t l y  I be l ieve  the  workmanship 

of some o f  t h e  search p c r t y  s e n t  out a f t e r  S i r  John Franklin.  The good 

work of the  church Missio,,ery 3ocie ty  had beer  instrumental  i n  :?ringing 

the  majo.rity o f  these Indians-out  of heathen darkness i n t  

thsough the  gospel of Chr i s t ,  and i n  leading  then  t o  s e t t l e  i n  peaceable 

hab i t a t ions .  This l a t t e r  work mas enhanced when t he  Government t r e a t e d  

with them. 


