
Sir: 

1 have the honor to address mu, in relation to the 

attitude and ccrnditlon of certain wild an8 hostile bands of 

Sioux Indhma in  ilalmta and Zort4ana that  cane under my 

obsemtion during ng reoent %our through their country, and 

what I thinlr rahould be tha polf ey of the G m  * t Wward fhm. 

I refer to " S i t t i ~  3ul17sw bend, and othcr bands of 

the Sf oux E?ation, under chPefs or "fiead menw of less note, 

but no losa unlamable, hostile. meso Indians occupy the 
, 

center, -so to speak-, a d  ropn over ':eatera Dakota and ;%stern 

:&ntana, including the rich valleys of the Yellof~stone and 
4 

Powder Rivers, a d  mFiks war. on the b r i e m e s ,  : a n h s ,  G r o s  

V e s t r e s ,  &tsinaboinr~, Blackleet, Pagans, Cmwo, a d  other 

friendly Tribes on the cirttmfesence. 

Their country is, probably, t&e best hunting; gmtmd In the 

f h i C &  'fates, a Farisdise for Indlanrr;, afrordfng game in  such 

varle2y and abundance that the need of Cov't suppl ies  is not felt. 

PsrPLapo, for this r e a m ,  they never accopted aid, or bean . 

brought under control, They openly set a t  defiance all I s w  and 

authcarlty, and boast taat ehe Unfted 3 b t e s  troops are h a d  in  

cbmtmt, and, surround& by their native rnus~tains, relying on 

tbair ffamledgs of the country and pmem of 8adtmmce, they 

laugh at tibe fut i le  efforts that havo thus far been made to 

subfufyate them, eand acorns the idea of white eiviliwztfion. 


