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Of f i ce  o f t h e  Comiss ione r ,  
Iiorth-ilest Mounted 

1s t Jebruary  , 

The Hight Honorable 
The M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  ~ n t e r i o r ,  

Ottawa, 

S B , -  I n  submi t t i ng  my annual  Report ,  I s h a l l  first c u i l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  xhe 
su r r ende r  of S i t t i n g  u u l i y  and t h e  re fugee  Sioux. 

D t  i s ,  I th ink .  a m a t t e r  of t h e  utmost c ;ngra tu la t ion  t h a t  t h e  Dominion 
Goverment  has t hus  peacefu-11y e f f e c t e d  thc  a u s ,  ender  of  a  warli.%e and povderful 
n a t i o n  o f  Indians ,  whose presenPe i n  our  country has h e c e s s a r i l y  been a  source of 
continued and p e r p e t u a l  anxie ty .  I n  conrlerbtion wi th  t h i s  su r r ende r  I t r u s t  t k , ~  Lo 
Government &a. every reasofl t o  be g r a t i f i e i ,  w i t h  t h e  manner i n  which i t s  p o l i c y  
h:ls been c a r r i e d  in60 e f f e c b  by $he f o r c e  under ny cormand. 

I t  w i l l  be remembered t h a t  i n  1877, soon a f t e r  t~ Custer  g i f h t ,  L i t t i %  
E u l i  and h i s  fo l iowars ,  numbering some1 150 lodges ,  crossed t h e  bcundary l i n e  t o  
s eek  s L e l t e r  i n  b r i t i s h  possess ions .  It was &stounding with what a a y i d i t y  t h e  news G 

of s i t l i n g  b u l l l s  s a f e  a r r i v a i  i n  clamda was triill:,riitted t o  o t h e r  brhnches o f  Sioux who 
had, u ,  t o  L e t  tin$, *ermined i:i t h e  l jni ted S-GH des. This  news t uich-y had t h e  e f f e c t  o  
of render ing  our  coun-cry a t t r q c t i v e  t o  t i e  remainder of  t h e  I , o s t i l e  Indians  who Lad 
taken p a r t  i n  the Custer  f i g h b ,  t h e i r  mmbers  he ing  augmented by l a r g e  bands of  Iru, i hns  
o f  t h e  same t r i b e s  who p rev ious ly  had been loca t ed  &n m e r i c h n  reservat :ons- in o t h e r  
words, a gene ra l  s t m p e d e  took p l a c e ,  and i n  a n  ,;xtrer,;ely s h o r t  tirpe (;an&dt~ became -the 
home of' every Sioux Ind ian  who con:,idered himself  antugnos-cic t o  tLe .mer.ican Goverb- 
ment. In  all, they  n m b ~ e e d  some 7 0 3  lodges;  thi ,se  l odges  being crowded, lt mng s ~ f e l y  
be es t imated  t h t  the:! ocontained e i g h t  s o u l s  t o  a lodge; t hus  sudCAenly f i v e  thousand 
s i x  hundred souls .  I n  acLdit lon t o  S i t t i n g  E u l i ,  we ha,t such cecebrated c h i e f s  a:, 'lSplgtZ; 
"Spotted iiagle ," ltBearl s Head, " 'The Y ~ g i n g  b l r d ,  lt "The I r o t n  Dog, " L i t t l e  I a i  f  e ,  " 
"Broad l ' r a i l , l t  and many ot iLers .  

~t th. t t ime tr,e savaCe warfare  t h a t  t h e s e  Sioux Indians  had engaged i n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  f u t e d  S t a t e s  was afaeek i n  t h e  n ina  of  t h e  p u b i i c ,  as %.e re  a l s o  t h e  many 
Ind ian  out rages  Cora i t t e d  a g a l n s t  t h e  ~ a e r i c a n  s e t t l e r s ;  t h e  p r e s s  teemed w ~ t i i  g raphic  
dcsc r ip t io r l s  a:; t o  t h e  doings of  h e  savages,  i,iiose _,resence caused such con., ternation 
among se t - c l e r s  and in t edn lng  im, igrants .  Yheir power and war l ike  d i u y o s i t i o n  was 
quoted a g a i n  a n :  again. Hecol lec t ions  <,f the  fvlinnesota raassacre were p u t l i c i y  revived,  
and l a r g e  numbers o f  ilnuted S t a ~ e s  t roops  ."ere h u r r i e d  forward and pos ted  alone; t h e  
Western I r o n t i e r .  It was n o t  t hen  t u  be wondered a t ,  t h a t  when t h e  Sioux crossed over  
i n t o  Canadian t e r r i t o r y ,  un ive r sa l  uneasiness  preva i led .  

Not only were t h e  f e a r s  o f  o u r  a c t u h l  and in t end ing  s e t t l e r s  arouaed, bu t  
ou t  i~wn Indians  and ha I f -breeds  looked w i t h  marked, and no t  unna tu ra l ,  d i s f a v o r  upon 
t h e  presence  of so powerful and savage a  n a t i o n ( f o r  such it r e a l l y  wk3) i n  t h e i ?  midst.  
,ie were assured on a i l  s i t i e s  tua t  noth ing  s h o r t  o f  tin Ind ian  war would i e  on ou r  hands; 
t o  add t o  t h i s ,  s e r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  complicat ions a t  t l r l e s  scemed i a c l i n e d  t o  
o r e s e n t  themseives. l joth t h e  m e r i c a n  arid Canadian p r e s s  kekt  p o i n t i n g  ou t  t h e  poss ib i -  
l i $ y  of  such a s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  coming about. 


