
I asked .$B t o  tell me something of  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e .  ID the  first p l a c e ,  

where he was born, '1 mas born o n  the & f i s s o u r i  3 v e r ;  st l e a s t  I . 
r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  somebody to ld  me s o  - I d o n f t  know who to ld  me o r  where 

f was t o l d  o f  it.' 

n t o f  what t r i b e  a r e  you?' '1 am a n  UncPBPaor 

"fOf the Sioux?' ' Y e s ;  of the g r e a t  ~ i o u x  n a t i o n m f  

"'Who w a s  your f a t h e r ? '  '?&y f a t h e r  i s  dead.' 

t r r X s  your mother l i v i n g ? '  'My mother l i v e s  w i t h  me i n  1odge.r 

"'Great l i e s  a re  t o l d  about you. F h i t e  men say t h a t  you l i v e d  
u 

among them when you were young; t h a t  you v.-ent t o  school;  t h a t  you 

learned  t o  wr i t e  and read from books; t h a t  you speak bng l i sh ;  t h a t  you 

knovi how t o  t a l k  Brenoh?' 'It is a l ie . '  

*'You a r e  an Indian?'  (Proudly) am a siowr.' 

"Then suddenly re l ax ing  from h i s  hauteur ,  SB began t o  laugh. *T 

have heard, '  he s a i d ,  *o f  some of these s t o r i e s .  They a r e  a l l  s t range  

l i e s .  Bhat I am I am,' a n d  h e r e  hs leaned back a n d  resumed h i s  a t t i t u d e  

and expression of ba rba r i c  grandeur. '1 am a man. I see ,  1 know; I 

began to  see when I was n o t  y e t  born - when I = s  n o t  i n  my mother's 
, 

arms. It was then I b ~ g a n  t o  study about my people.  1 s tudied  about 

many things.  I s tudied  about the smallpox, t h a t  was k i l l i n g  my 

people - the g rea t  s ickness  t h a t  was k i l l i n g  my people - the great 

s i ckness  t h a t  w s k i l l i n g  the women and chi ldren.  1 was's0 i n t  e res ted  

t h a t  I turned over on my s ide .  The Great S p i r i t  hust have t o l d  me a t  

t h a t  time (and here he unconeciously revealed h i s  s e c r e t ) ,  t h a t  I would 

be the man t o  be the judge of all the  o t h e r  Indians  - a b i g  man, t o  

decide f o r  them i n  a l l  t h e i r  vla:,yser 

w t  And you have s ince  deciQed for them,' ' 1  speak. I t  is  enough.' 

l T t C o u l d  n o t  your people ,  whom you love s o  w e l l ,  ge t  on wi th  tb 


