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tected. They apreared to he re-assured, and we had no further difficul §
during t he two daye we were nn our way to khm Fort Walsh, but upen

our arrivel there they fefused to enter the Feort, 8 .
had nev r been in s Port, and that he wonld rather comp onteside., Howev
ever; ‘W‘?“Iﬁﬁgm qy word that there vers ne Americans inéide,
‘and getting all our man ontside the gate to shake hands, he at last ce
cénoented, and told me how he believed everything I had feld bim. That
evening T zot 2 letter f om General

846

Terry, informing me that the Commission wonld seon start fromBenton, an
and they Iwgd o be at the 1ine about *‘he fourteenth, T at once atarte
d for the Wundary with the esecort, onl on the av nins of the fifteen
th met the Commission mpoaod of Gencrals Terry ajfid Tawrence; Secreta
ry, Colonel Corhin; 1iae to Yen ral Terry, Colonel Smith, toitibor wi th
gevere]l newspaper correcpondents, whe sccempanied the,, T'e at once star
ted EBrth, eni resched FPort Walsh the next evening at eundown. WInspect
orfaleh reported to me npon my . arrivel, tha' be had grest diffienlty
in wggpt}gg_.th&-!nﬂ ___m._;renail: they esayd thay had come up, "= thay
|understood the "neen‘desired them to come, but &Bet there w-s no use

.o*their seeing the Americans, 28 they _c__nrln_..m.t.,hg_l_ ieve hi
: lerms wers affer-d thay wo'ni% nat %Eop

id; that ne matter what
FIH 28 t'ay had no confidence whate ver in the promises of the
{{Americans gen~relly.
3\ ; he confersnce took plsce on the afternoon of the 17th. There
' *was & deubt 4t firet as to whether the Tndlans won'd shalke hands with
‘\M gtn Cenmigsionears as is unsnal bVefore commeneing #» & "talk” but Shat

% & was soon settled D the enftranee of “"Sitting Pull™ whe £heok hands

) oS warmly with me fimm and than pessed the Commissioners in a most .
P f"« dieds inful manner. They 213 listensd in silence to Gen ral Terry, whil
= he made known to them the desire of the imeriean cevermment that £hl;"3’i
“ shomnld returm, and the #e offer=d; but 't wes evident from their
v panner and the tone of $heir echeg in rcgly, fhat they had cose

~n Retermined to believe nothing that was told thems, The terns gffered
T " were the same as gour letter of the 20th Augns' bhe *o¥d ad me

v Fo B0 ect, viz.: the surrender of their arms end herses, dn f ot terpgs
\ + {dentiesl wigh thise which hod been zrantad to the ®=nde who had surren
% . dered to the Americen Troeps. T deo net think it is te be wondsrad st th
« |that the fear oztneacd n gour letter hes been roslizedm and th t the
L jeeted

won, %t Sioux have be the terms proferred, Znclesed I beg leave to send y
‘it @ou & statenent of the preceed inge at the interview,
q-':“{' After it vas ower I had a private conference with the Indians
Q/' with the ob ject of settin: before them the pesition they =teed in
with referenee to both the American an’ Cansdian Cever nments] and of
obtaining from them the information indieated in yonr letter of
th 20th miagust.
Sncloged I also send you a statement of that interview. Frem:
g;i:hltAwin“be n:: tb‘t: they claim to}ha.vo been driven off their land
e Americans, e, 6y sy, were a 8 the serepcore and ney-r ke
kgt any.pram.se nade te tgc it ie simos imos%’ﬁ 8 to préaure .

e any distinet sta eﬁé’%" of facts, they always desl im gencraltie

, and alheugh during my interview with t hen T vée contimially trying
o keep them te the points T wante’ information mpen, 1 conld get no me .
zore satisfastery statement of t heir ircimu then the -ne enclesed.
Ithis a metter of commen notoriety all threngh this western ¢
country, that nd iane sre systemsticsllp-eheted ond reblel by the
P o4 agents and contraectors; the former om a szlay
of $x3% 31,500 a yesr, bave many of them heen Enown to retire with
fortunes after tvwe or thres years incumbency of thair offices. The

Indiane know off thece scandals, end 88 a coensecnence heve lost faith dn



