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in ten t  ion of a l l o w i ~  the 'ndiL-ns to  EX- pose t h  %t  they would be gr:inted permanent 

residence. I n  a dispatch t o  the  Corilrnissioner of' the  q u n t e d  yol ice  the bbn. 1. ::. 
Scot t ,  the iiecretrLrjr of :;tat@, wrote: "Imnportnnt t h a t  S i t t i l l c ;  311 and other United S ta tes  

Indians should b: irltluced t o  r e t a r n  t o  reclervritioris. Unitcd S t a t e s  Govenment have sent  

Comriiissioners t o  t r e a t  with tnern. Co-operate with Cor:missioners, but do not  unduly 

press Indians. Our actioz. sho-dld be persuasive, 110 t corap~lsory. '~ 

The American Oomissio;lers were 2e:lerals bItNeill and ?erry. A conference between 

thern ,nd the  Sioux w- is  arranged t o  t . k e  place st il'ort . a l sh ,  wtere Inspector '.'alsh, a 

rnan i n  t7horn the Indians placed g r e a t  re l iance ,  WAS i n  corrumnd. it t h e  last moment it 

was doubtful :vhether S i t t i n g  3.111 r:rould leave h i s  catrrp to  meet the  Commissioners, so 

g r ea t  was .L i s  d i e t r a t  of the 3nericans. ?he f ac t  t h a t  &bout a i  h:mdred Mez Perces, men, 

women, chilLren, ?::ho h c !  jus t  es c:rped f roi 1 the . be  rican troops under Gene rn l  i..iles, 

had code inzo the  3iolx c%rq 30-mded and bleedin;, had a b further d is turbing efa'ect upon 

the  t r i be .  %sever, 'ns ,ac tor  ' ialsh r e a s s ~ r s d  ther.1 of t h e i r  sa fe ty  i n  th5 h%nds or the  

Yolice, asd $he .;ioxx yroceeded t o  the  Fort .  

2hl=g ~ i i t t i r i  Bull I ; I~i~~i l i~i i io l l  a f r ived in  2 ~ m ~ d a  i n  Gctober 1077, b i'; onl;? to  f a i l  

cornp1e;ely i n  i t s  a; derfil:t t o  secxro the  Tnciisnsl re turn .  '-lo i e n e r i ~ l  ?e r ry l s  s t  "tement 

of terms, t:-t t:le b..n-l rhoald go beck t o  t i -e i r  reeerv-ti011 xrid y ie ld  up t h e i r  horses 
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and arms, f o r  vhici: c s t x e  .ijollc! b e  -;i: en i n  ea.chs,n$,, ;it{,- 3111 repl ied  / c u r t l y  

thatflhe d id  not t r u s t  the  'Lon; !hives * * vrord. de knez he ?:LS saye zhere he no;:. wag, 

and t he r e  he intended t o  rerrain. lie Cis t i l lc t ly  z ' i rn i l j r  r P~sec, t o  l i s ter !  t o  my o f f e r  

fror; the  American Pr3sident ." 
For :he next foar ;j.:.~:.. . 5 ; :::oi-tk,-':est A~un ted  ~ ' o l i c e  h ,d  t h e i r  hands f u l l  i n  

looking a f t e r  t h e i r  Sioux charges. Constant vntchfulneos VJ:.S needed to  prevent  open 1 
L 

war ?~reikin;  out; Sci;v:eeri them .;.rlcl the (Canadi,,n nrlians when mat e r s  v,ent v:rong - 2s they 

son~etili~en did - bet1;~een the t-ao peoples. ,hid considerable diplomacy h d  t o  be exercised 

i r ,  c on t ro l l i , g  z~nd re,ulat ing t h e i r  rnovernents. -uspiciou::. of' 3ny a t t enp t  t o  induce 

I him t o  place fpjot  g ~ i n  on Arrnerican territory, iitfii~g 3 u l l  resolutel:; t u r  ed a decf L-- 
e a r  t o  any overtxres t;:at vere tztde. On t h e i r  si:le tho yol ice  o f f i c e r s ,  uciiing on 


