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t h e   round b u t  a fev nonents  be fo re  i : e ~ o t s  r e t r e a t .  IIe gave d i r e c t i o n s  t o  InL?,aduta 

t o  keep Zeno on the  r e t r e a t ,  1,:hile he re turned  i n  nll ILaste :;heri: i t  ilks evident  

t h a t  Cus ter  ';i:,s -bout t o  a t t ack .  ~ f ' t e r  t iAe r e t r e a t  o f  ,;en0 t h e  & r e b t  tody of 

w s r r i o r s  ne rc  c?o:icenl?ated i n  t h e  lower v i l l i iges .  7S.e n a r r i o r s  of t he  Uncga?as, 

- .  
Oclabas cnd 1,Iinaeconjous irere ambushed under t h e  cknr;s and i n  t he  g r a s s  a long  t h e  

alon, the e a s t  sicie of the  s t r e a n ,  mkile t h c  ;;omen znd c ' i~ i ld ren  mere s e n t  sctrrrying 

-L o f f  ac20ss ths tottorn tor:a;.J the Z ; i c  :,om. *&fte- l eav inc  r~eno,  Cus ker % s d  

2roceeded 'tack of  the brow o f  t ke  h i l l ,  ou t  of sickt of tk,? v i l l a g - > s ,  do- n t h e  e a s t  

s i d e  of  t>e  c rzek  u n t i l  op3os i t e  t h e  lone r  villz:::s, i iere he turned tol?iard t h e  

cr.eek and f r o n  t h e  brov o f  tLs  h i l l  sa . t:,e uoraen snci chj ld rer ,  %astenin[ snzy 

toiiard the  ::orthwest, and  ev iden t ly  convinced t h ~ t  t? e ccrq nl;s i? f ? r l l  r c t r e a t ,  

s t a r t e d  ia hot  p u r s u i t .  J i t h  wavln, s abe r s  and loud cLeers,  t h e  colunn dashed do7m 

the  h i l l s i d e  . to:;azi t he  s t r c a n ,  t o  f i nd  thenselve; a l n o s t  instant1;r surrounded by 

s e v e r a l  thousand : , e d  kmed, Lowline, despe ra t e  savake;;. The l ieather  n-:-s d ry  tnd  

windy, ti;c a i r  soon f u l l  of d u s t  im2 sr~oice, so  t h a t  t h e  darkness  ~.:ss a l n o s t  

i d .  -he gene rc l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t he  Indian  c z q  was i n  t h e  b n d s  of 3 u c k  lb;oon, 

c t i e f  of t h e  Uncpa?rs, bu t  he vas k i l l e d  a1;:o;t k t  t he  becinning o r  t k e  e n ~ a ~ e r i l e n t .  

. ,hat  :,ctua,ly occurred t h e r e  excc,?t the sorrowful  f a c t  t h a t  no m e  of  t h e  261 nen who 

rode dorm t h z t  h i l l  wi th  Custer  s u r ~ i v e d ,  nciy never  be laown. :,:uck has  keen 7 , ~ r i t t e a  

v~iiiich under t thes  t o  m l e t e  t h e  a c t u a l  g roceed in i s  t h z r e ,  ;one of  i t  cssuming t o  

be u2on t h e  authori t :  oT C a l l ,  S i t t i n g  i , u l l  tnd o th , r  p roninenl  Indians.  From 

a n  abundance of  Indian  testimon;~, taken ~t diffe- .ent  t i ~ ~ j ~  2nd ;2laces,  a l l  i n  sub- 

I 
s t s l n t i a l  a[;reenent, t h i s  v ~ r i t e r  i s  ? r e p r e d  t o  n s s e r t  ibt :iftcr %h& f i r s t  noment 

f" 

every war r io r  f 't c-s a h o s t  a s  d ~ r l ,  :.s night-  Custer  i7ss 
h- ,, " -, 

ev iden t ly  who&Sy,taken by- s u r ? r i s e ,  and h i s  column d id  riot lLst  t o  exceed t L o l i  
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houz a",th / v e r y  utmost. %e s t r o n g  = r o b a b i l i t y  i s  ti,at t k e r e  xas not  a man 

a l i v e  teo. n i x ~ t e s  a f t e r  tkey rode i c t o  t h e  mibush. That t iLere  ve re  r.,ore than  Len 

war r io r s  f o r  every s o l d i e r  i n  Cus ter ' s  column, concentrated d i r e c t l y  i n  h i s  pa th ,  

an6 u~ho i n s t a n t l y  sur;*ounded him, i s  beyond quest ion.  dl accounts  t h t  tile f i g h t i n g  
nhs cont inued u n t i l  l e t e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon Lre 9 u r e l y  s ;~ecu la t iye  2nd \:ithout 


