
the  head of Tongue River, where he p ~ r k o d  h i s  t r e i n s ,  mountt2d h i s  in fan t ry  on 

mules and June 16 th  a ta r t ed  on a scout t o  the head of the  Rosebud. "In ' 
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descendin& the  Zosebud ea r ly  on / the  m o r n i ~ g  of June 17th  he ran ugon a la;.ge 

force  of warriors  under Crazy Eorse, perl"ect1y prepared fo r  b a t t l e .  He mas 

aining f o r  t h e i r  v i i l a g e ,  supposed t o  be a t o u t  e i ~ h ~  miles d o n  the  Elosebud, but  

these Indians had not  ai-iaii d the  astack a t  tkei.? v i l l a g e ,  bu.b came out  'coldly 

and at tacked Crook's command. ';he f i g h t  rras on both ianlis of the  iiosebud end 

l a s t e d  i n t o  the  3igk.t $?hen tLe I n d i m s  withdrew, l e a v i n i  tL i r t een  dead ~ i i s r i o r s .  

Ceneral Crook's l o s s  wzs nine dead zcd twenty-one wounded; one of these, Captain 

Guy V. Henry, Third cavalry,  r~.;s shot  througk the face. The ~ r o ~ d  :;here ii,is 

f i g h t  %oak place vas s o  rough, so covered with rocks, t r e e s  and bushes, t h a t  i t  

was impossible t o  est imate approximately the  force  of the enemy, but General Crook 

was s a t i s i f e d  t h a t  the  nmbers  and q u a l i t y  or' h i s  enemy required more men than 

he had, and being a l ready encmbered with wounded, he concluded t o  re tu rn  t o  h i s  

t r a i n  on Goose Creek, ~ h i c h  he re-cked on the  13th  a c t  sent. back f o r  reinforcements." 

Ll;e foregoing i s  General Sher idants  mild r e r o r t  of the b ~ t t l e  o f  the Rosebud, 

which ms r e h l l y  si desperate a l l  day encounter. AS the  reuder n i l 1  i n f e r ,  General 

Crook was l icked and wcs therefore  unable t o  come t o  help Terry's coiumn a few 

days l a t e r ,  when he was so se r ious ly  needed by Ceneral Luster. 

';kc motives i c t u o t i n g  the  Indians i n  t h e i r  wsrfare and the  general  po l i cy  
I\ 
\Underlying t h e i r  methods of campaign :'.re a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unfierstand from the  

\bite manta point  of view. tihy Crazy 
MI'- 

cannot be explained ---"cl-s --,,-, -.-,. from ,.--. any...a.f,..mr=_--0 

f ight inc  he had had the  bes t  of i t ,  had been aggressive, and there  can sca rce lp  

be a doubt t h a t  had he renewed the ~ . t t a c k  i n  the  morniag, 1.vith such 

a s  he could read i ly  have ca l l ed  t o  h i s  a s s i s t ence ,  lie could heve arlnihilzted Crook's ' 

column. Instead,  however, of fo l lo~? in& up h i s  advaneage he s t e a l t h i l y  aithdrew 

I i n  t h e  n ich t  time, and es  speedily LS 2ossiLle united h i r  forces  with those of 
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 l lack i2oon and Z i t t i n &  L u l l  on the  Li ; t le  Eoiorn. I i is  conduct can / bes t  be 


