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broucht back word that the Indians received the word in good spirit znd without

any exhibition of ill feeling. ‘'They answered that they were ithen engaged in hunting

]
"

tuffalo and could not come in at present, but would return to the sgency early in
the spring. It doeg not appear trat any of the messengers sent out by any of the

agents uwere able to return to his agency by the time which hed been fixed Tor the

to understsnd why the mosi friendly Indians
423
should hesitate to itraverse & pathless country without / fuel and chelter at a

. return of the Indians. t is very easy

time of year when fearful storms endangered human life, and with & knowledgze that
Necaaens @™

-they would find a llmlted suaply of provisi dt the a ency Ipn General Sheridan's

report of llovember 25, 1876, we find that he states that on account of the
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terrible severity of the Dakota winter the army vas compelled o SUSUPnu operetions.

g If our soldiers werc frost titten and unable %o remsin in the field, even with

’their comfortable clothing and supply train, we can judge whe 1er»it was practieable
for women and children to cross tvhis inhosptiablé wilderness in the deead of winter.
Cn the lst day of February, 18786, ithe secretary of the interior notified

the secretary of war that the itime given the hostile Indians having expired, and
they having failed to appear at the agencies =s demanded, he formelly turncd then 3

1

over to the military zuthorities for such action on the part of the army @s the

iy

secretary of war might deem proper under the circumstances. Ceneral Cheridan

se Indians to subjection. On the
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1 €rook to reduce ti
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at once instruct«d Gen
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1st of Liarch, et the head of an expedition amourulng in all to 80J men, Crook

started ouv on the old Lozeman trail, passed the abandoned Forts Reno znd Yhil

Kearne and thence northeast bcoutlnr Zosebud and Tongue Rivers as far s the
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nouth of Red Clay Creek, thence turning southeast to Fowder RKiver, and on the
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head of Qtter Creek, March 16th, divided his command, sending Colonel ~eyro1ds,

Wlth«ifx companies of cavalry with one days ratlons, to follow the trail of =iwo
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Indians seen that day, and to join Crook at the mouth of Lodge Pole Creek, cn

Powder River, the next evening. Colonel Heynolds moved at & ofclock of the l6th

and struck theccamp of Crazy Horse the next morning. The Indians fled to the



