
t o  t ha t  found growing g i l d  i n  t h i s  h i the r to  unknown region, f know of no port ion 

of our country &?re nature has done so nuzL to  preyare homes f o r  tusbandment and 

l e r t  so l i t t l e  f o r  the  l e t t e r  t o  Go as here. :he open and t i zbe r  s2aces a r e  so divided 

t h a t  n p a r t l y  prcpur-d r a m  of a lnos t  m y  dimensions can b c  found here. J o t  only 

is tlie land cleared,   tin^? tir; e r ,  both f o r  f u e l  itnd building,  conireniently located,  

with stream of pure wbter flowing t h r o u ~ h  it,  length  and breadth, b u ~  nature ortimes 

seems t o  hzve gone faz ther  and placea b e a u t l f i l  shnikbery and evergreens i n  the most 

des i rable  locat ions  f o r  building s i t e s .  * * * Xverything i n j i c a t e s  an abundance 

of' ~ i o i s t u r e  within the space endlosed by the  Elack E i i l s .  The s o i l  is t h a t  of a r i c h  

garden and composed of' a dark mold of* exceedingly f ine  train. 'e have found the 

country i n  many places  coverec? z i t h  z i l d  raspberr ies ,  both the black tirid red vbriet ieo.  * 

Yesterday end today I hbve feasted on t h e  l a t t e r .  It i s  no unusual s igh t  t o  see  

hundreds of so ld ie r s  gathering, n i l d  berr ies .  .owhere i n  the s t a t e s  hrve I tas ted  

cu l t iva ted  be r r i e s  of equal f l avor  t o  those found growing w i l d  here, nor have I ever 

seen them a s  l a rge  o r  i n  a s  g rea t  profusion, as I have seen hundreds of acres  of 

them here. \?ild strawberries,  v:ild currants ,  gooseberries, two v a r i e t i e s  of  blue- 

be r r i e s  and w i l C  cher r i es  a r e  a l so  found i n  g rea t  profusion, and of exceedingly 

pure quali ty.  Ca t t l e  could winter i n  these val leys  a i thou t  o ther  food o r  s h e l t e r  than 

t h a t  t o  be obtained from rmning  a t  lhyge.w I have quoted vnry l a rge ly  f r o ~ l  General 
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Custerrs  repor t  k,ecuase i t  hzs b en f requer t ly  a l leced b~ writers/  upon t h i s  topic  

t ha t  he sa id  nothing which jus t i f i ed  the  w i l d  r u ~ k  t o  the Elack 311s which inmediately 

ensued a f t e r  the publicat ion of h i s  report.  I leave it t o  the reader t o  determine 

from the foreeoing ~ h e t h e r  o r  not he ~ a d e  represensations which would induce land- 

&un&ry men t o  make g rea t  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  rei;ck so favored a spot. Eut, continuing, Custer 

hqd o ther  things t o  say: 
.- 

Id  has be-n found a t  sevcra l  places and it i s  the be l i e f  01' those who 

a r e  giving t h e i r  a t t en t i on  t o  t h i s  sdaject t ha t  i t  w i i l  b, found i n  paying q~ankities. 

I have urjon my t ab l e  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  ? a r t i c l e s  of pure gold ,n s i z e  averaging t ha t  of 


