
Tjp t o  t h i s  t i n e  Custe;. had seen no signs of Indians, but on the 24th 

he cams upon an Indian campfire s t i l l  burning, and which w i t t  o the r  indicat ions ,  

showed t ha t  a s n a l l  par ty  oi' Indians hctd encaupcd there the previous night  and Lad 

evidently l e f t  t ha t  morning i n  ignorance of his proximity. he therefore sent  h i s  

head scout,  kloody Knife, a Eee Indian, viith a fe;" braves t o  recolmoiter i n  the val ley .  

In  a few m:nutes two OL. the t r aves  retux-ned, reportink t h a t  they had found f i v e  

lodges of the  Sioux, when Custer x i t h  a company of cavalry hastened for*ward and 

very soon i'ound himself' i n  c lose  proximity t o  the iodces, about which 8 considerable 

n u d e r  of 2oniea ;ere grazing. Iie resched a po in t  very c lose  t o  the lodges ui thout  

t.,inf, 2iscovered end even =as ab le  t o  con?letelg surmund the camp n i t h  h i s  cavalry 

before th? Indians becane aware of h i s  presence. he dispatched the  guard and in te r -  

p r e t e r  witk ?A f l ag  of t ruce  t o  acquaint the  occupants of the cmp tha t  they were 

f r i end ly  and desired t o  conmunicate & th  them. Custer himself entered 7bhe v i l l age  

and shook handd w i t l i  the occupants, and pomised them presents  o f f lour ,  sugar and ' 

coffee. The Indians agreed to  accegt the  i nv i t a t i on  tht  next mornin(. With \ I 
t h i s  understanding Csster  l e f t  then. The e n t i r e  party nunbered twenty-seven. "Later 

i n  the afternoon four of the  Ken, including chief One Stab, v i s i t e d  our camp and 

desired the pronised ra t ions ,  saying t h e i r  e n t i r e  par ty  would novc ~p 6nd Join  us 

t h ~  fo i l o iv in~  morninf;, a s  agreed u2on. I ordered presents  of sugar, coffee and bacon 

given them, and t o  re l i eve  then of t h e i r  i~re tenede anxiety f o r  the sa fe ty  of t h e i r  
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v i l l age  durinc the night ,  / I ordered a pa r ty  of f i f t e e n  of my command t o  re tu rn  

with then and pro tec t  them, but f ron  t h e i r  g r e t t  d i s inc l ina t ion  t o  g a i t  a few minutes 

till the  par ty  could saddle up, and f ron  tke f a c t  t ka t  % w ~ . o f  the four had hlready 

sl ip2ed a.:ay, I was of the opinion t ha t  they were not  act ink i n  good f a i t h .  In 

t h i s  I was confirmed when the two remaining ones s e t  o f f  a t  a gallop i n  the d i rec t ion  

\ of t h e i r  v i i lage .  I sent  a pa r ty  of our scouts t o  overtake  the^ and request them 
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t o  return.  Hot con2lying w i t h  t h i s  request I sen t  a second par ty  with orders t o  1 . 
i repeat  th.. request,  and i f  not com9lied tliith t o  take hold of the  b r i d l e s  of t h e i r  

ponies and lead them back, but t o  o f f e r  no violence. When overtaken by our scouts I 


