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3'orsythe a t  one of our  hafting; p l a c e s  plucked seventeen b e a u t i f u l  f lowers  belonging 

t o  d i f f e r en5  v a r i e t i e s ,  an2 wi th in  a space t ~ e a t y  f e e t  square.  Ihe same evening, 

while sebted &t tLe :Less t a b l e ,  one o f  t he  o f f i c e r s  c a i l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c a r p e t  

o f  f lowers  s t rened  under our  f e e t  and it WEIS suggested t h a t  i t  be :ieterz.ined how 

many d i f f e r e n t  f lowers  could Se plucked vitkLouL l eav ing  ou r  s e a l  a t  d inne r  t ab l e .  

Seven b e a u t i f u l  v e r i e t i e s  were thus  t a the red .  P ro fe s so r  3onaldson, the b o t a n i s t  

o f  t h e  expedi t ion ,  es t imated t h e  number of' f lowers  i n  bloom i n  F l o r a l  :'alley a t  

f i f t y ,  dh i l e  tin equal  nunher. hild 'c1oomt.d o r  tnerc y e t  t o  bloon. P t e  numter of t r e e s ,  

shrubs and g ra s ses  was est imated at twenty-five, makinc t h e  t o t a l  f l o r a  of  t he  va l l ey  

e d r a c e  onc hundred and twenty-five psec ies .  Through t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y  meenders 

a s t r e a  of  a s  t o  render  i c e  undes i rab le  even a t  noonday. 

-7  LLe temperature of t%o of t he  s t reams found floscinr i n t o  i t  w a s  taken and a sce r t a ined  

0 0 
t o  ke 44 and 44& r e spec t ive ly .  The next  nornilzt ,  a l tkough l o a t h  t o  le..ve so  

enchant ing e l o c a l i t y ,  Re continued t o  ascend t h i s  v a i l e y  u n t i l  g r adua l ly ,  almost 

i m p r c e p c i b l y ,  we discovered t h a t  we werc on t h e  %vestern c r e s t  of t ke  r i d g e  of  t h e  

Black E i l l s ,  and in s t ead  of b e i n g  tiflonf bar ren  peaks, ah n i g h t  be supposed, c e  found 

ou r se lves  wending ou r  way through a l i t t l e  park,  whose n a t u r a l  beauty mzjr % e l l  

bea r  comparison -.with t he  f a i r e s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  Cent ra l  Park, Favored a s  we had keen 

t o  have a f l o r a l  v a l l e y  2s our  r o ~ d ~ a y  t o  t he  c r e s t  o f  t he  h i l l s ,  we were s c a r c e l y  

l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  ..hich seened t o  r i s e  t o  meet us i n  t he  i n t e r i o r  s lope,  
410 

The r i p p l i n ~  s tream of c l ~ u r ,  co ld  wster ,  t he  / counterpar t  o f  t h e t  we had ascended 

t h e  day before ,  flowed ut o u ~  f e e t  and poin ted  ou t  t he  \iay b ~ f o r e  us ,  while along 

i t s  banks grew t e a u t i f u l  f lowers ,  surjmssed bu t  l i t t l e  i n  beauty bnd profus ion  

by t h e i r  s i a t e r s  which had gree ted  u s  i n  F l o r a l  Ta l ley .  A t e r  a d v a r ~ c i n ~  down t h i s  

v a l l e y  about Zourteen mi les , .  ou r  course being almost soutk-east, ive encamped i n  t h e  
/ 

midst ox* graz ing  whose only  f a u l t ,  i f  ariy, rvaa t h e  , rezi t  luxurience." It is 

\ n e e d l e s s  t o  suggest  t h a t  i n  view of  t h i s  r e p o r t  i t  w a s  s c a r c e l y  necesaary f o r  General 

9 Custer. t o  add t h a t  he had discovered gold ,  t o  induce v h i t e  men t o  determine t h a t  t h e  1 


