
Generai Ceorge .A. Custer  i n  co~mand. ZucL z~n e n t ; q r i s e  was, or' course,  i~ 

d i r e c  t v i o l &  tio-pQVirS+ms ~ i -  %he t s e a t j .  .of LEirzmie, nhick s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  
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~ h i t e  n;en should not  e n t e r  u2on the  Indian  l a d s  without  f i r s t  obtai2ing t h e  consent 

o f  -the 9akotas.  ",' e n t  i ~ h s  i ~ l e d ~ e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t k e  Indians  

a g a i n s t  a i l  i n t r u s i o n s  w o n  t h i s  iand.  Pursuant t o  t h e  srrhngement nade by Ceneral  . 
.;teridan, Lolonei Lus ter  l e f t  Tor t  ~i'cratam Lincoln with 1,200 r3en on the  1st day of  - 
Ju ly ,  1674, anG 2roceeding i n  z. soutki-jesterly a i sec t i . cn  a i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o r  

i n t e r r i i p t i c n  reac ted  the b e l l e  7ourchG on t h e  1 8 t h  o i  July. On the  20th  tLey crossed 

the  B c i l e  Yourche and t c c a n  a s  i t  Tiere, s k i r r i i s h i n ~  ,,itt the  Black 1 ,  General 

b u s t e r  was de l igh ted  r?itiL the  country and i n  tile rriost [ i o r i i q  % e m s  p i c t u r e s  t h e  

a e a l t h  of  t imber and 2 r a i r i e  and %he t e a u t y  o f  t h e  f i o r a .  They passed t o  t he  n o r t h  

05  the  I I i l l s ,  ?roper ,  r each i rq  I T n  Eara  on t t c  22d, thcxce g b s s i ~ i ~  dorn on t h e  

western s i d e  of  the  E i i l s ,  corssod over  i n t o  Custej- Park. 

It vould be d i f f i c u l t  t o  i r a a e  lancuage b e t t e r  ca l cu la t ed  t o  i n ? l m e  the  

p u b l i c  ninci and e x c i t e  men t o  e n t e r  t h i s  country o r  d i e  i n  t he  a t tempt ,  than i s  t h e  

language of  General Cus ter ' s  o f f i c i a l  r e 2 o r t  u2on t h e  Liack E i l l s  and t h e  sec t ion  

i m e d i a t e l y  surrounding tkea.  "Te copy l i t e r a l l y  fro!. tLe r e p o r t  f r o n  tiLc time t h e  

v a l l e y  of  t he  E e i l e  Pourche waz re-ched: "iie continued f r o n  t k e  t i n e  i7e esce-ded 

f from t h e  v a l l e y  of' ttte L e l l e  Fourcke 20 nlo-ze t h r o u ~ ~ k ,  a very  s u p e r i o r  cou3try,  covered 

wi th  t h e  Lest  o f  c r az ing  an2 an aLundonce o f  t i n b e r ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  p ine ,  pop la r  and 
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I s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  of  oak. This - ral ley i n  one / r e spec t  presented  t1:e most wonder- 

f u l  a s  . . e l l  aE b e a u t i f u l  aspec t .  Its equal  I hive never  seen si such, too,  W i s  t he  

t e s t i ~ o n y  or" a l l  cfio beheld it. In  no p r i v a t e  o r  pub l i c  park  have I ever  seen such 

a profuse  d i s p l a y  of flowers. Zvery s t e g  of  ou r  raarch t h a t  day =s amid f lowers  of  

t h e  most e x q u i s i t e  c o l o r  and perfume. So l u x u r i a n ~  i n  ~ r o w t ?  viere they t h a t  men 

plucked tkem ??ithout dismounting f r o n  t h s  saddle.  Some belonced t o  c e a  o r  

u n c l a s s i f i e d  spec ies .  It was a s t r ange  sigh: t o  c l ence  back h t  t he  advancinf columns 

oP c svh l ry  and beholC t h e  men :lith b e a u t i f u l  boquets i2  t h e i r  hands, bile t h e  

headgear of t h e  horses  were decorated wi th  w e a t h s  of  f lowers  f i t  t o  crown a queen 
of my. Deeming i t  a most f i t t i n g  q p e l l a t i o n ,  I named t h i s  Z l o r a l  Vailey. General 


