
summer of 1872 tke s i t ua t i on  was beconing tense,  ar.d on August l4tf;, near 

Fryor's r'ork i n  southern Kontana, a column consis t ing of Sour troops of tCe 

Second cavalry and four troops of the Seventh c e v a l ~ j ,  c m a n d e d  by Kajor 2. bf. 

Balre~, of tke Second cavalry, xere at tacked t y  several  hundred Sioux and Cheyennes, 

There were under the d i ~ e c t i o n  of E l a c k w  One s o l a i e r  was k i l l e d  and one 
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c i t i z e n  and three  so ld i e r s  were wounded. TWO Indians / were k i l l e d  and ten  

wounded, nos t  of tf;e;i mortally. again  on the 26th of t h a t  r~onth  a ner  pa r ty  of 

about 125 of the 3zkotas at tacked a detachment of  one sergeant and s ix  pr iva tes  

of the Sixt2, in fan t ry  and two Hee scouts,  twelve miles from Eimnarck, a ~ d  the two 

Rees were k i l l ed ,  On the  2d of October, SO0 Uncpapas at tacked For t  Abrti-am 

Lincoln op2osite Sismarck, ~ n d  vtounded one and k i l l e d  three  Hee scouts,  but 

withdren iiritlout Ca~agily; tfAe post.  at tiiis time the  Indian cormissioner was of 

the opinion t h a t  the re  were 1,000 h o s t i l e  Sioux warriors under Elaclc Koon and 

S i t t i ng  Eu l l ,  but t h i s  i s  one of t he  fei* occasions i n  which t h e  force of t'a 1 
enemy xas unserrated by the au thor i t i e s .  It is  ce r t a i n  tfict tCc:=e .;rere three  o r  

four t i ~ e s  2s Eany of the hos t i l e s  a s  the  Indian department supposed. 

The a f l ' a i r s  of  1872 concluded with a f i a t  on October 3d and 4th  near 

:7liite Hivcr is which a nmL,er of Indians attacked d e t a c h e n t s  of t t e  'iaenty-second 

and T-aenty-seventL infantry  uodcr Lieutenants Crosty and s d a i r ,  and one c iv i l i an ,  

a hunter a ccompa~y in~  the  par ty ,  was k i l l ed .  ,&ain on October 14th  a l a rge  tody 

of Tncpapas at tacked For t  A. L i ~ c o l n .  One conpany of the Sixteenth in fan t ry  and 

eighteen scouts s e n t  out  from the  garr ison t o  Zrive o f f  the  a t tacking par ty ,  and 

l o s t  two en l i s t ed  men k i l l ed ,  but i n  re tu rn  go t  three  of the  indians. The 

d i f f i c d t i e s  already encountered along the  l i n e  of the Xo~ the rn  Pac i f i c  induced 

Indian Coxmissioner Smith i n  Earch, 1873, t o  hpyoint a comr.;,i6sion consis t ing of Rev. 
, 

John P. Biliiamson and Plr. J. 1. Daniels t o  go out t o  the  h o s t i l e  camps and invest i -  
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p t e  the  condit ion of the  Indians along / the  l i n e  of the Zorthern Fac i f i c  

a r a i l r a o d  iiitt reference t o   heir probably opposition t o  i t s  construction. Yhey 

learned a t  once t ha t  owing t o  the  s ca r c i t y  of food i n  the  Yellowstone country 


