from the fort. With the remaining tveniy-six men and his lieuterant, John

arters on the plain in the cpen. The wagons used
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by the wood cutters were furnished bty the jusrtermester's depsrixent. In
trangporting the cord wood the woodsmen made use of the running gears only, the
wagon bodies hoviar been deposited in Powell's camp in the clearings. It has been
stated that these wagon bLodies were lined with boiler ironm, buit that is not

true, they were just the ordinary wooden wigon beds. TTere were fourteen of these
wagoen todies. Powell arranged them in the form of a wide oval at the hishest point
of the plein, which happened to be in the vicinity when tnis corral was nade.

The wagon beds were deep and afforded ample concealment for anyone lying in them.
“here were plenty of ftools, inciuding sugers, in the canp, and with thes se ”owéll'

men made 2 numbe £ lcop reles ~bout a foot from the ground in trhe outsides of the
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wagons. ‘Ihe cpenings to the corral were 4t elither end, where the configuration
of the ground made it most vulnersble to aiiuck, expeciclly by mounted men; there-
fore, at each end a complete wagon, rTunning gears, Lody and all, heavily loaded,

tance from ithe corral to Lreak
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was nlaced before the enirunces
?orce cf a charge znd that the defenders might fire zt the clLarging parity underneath
the body and through the wheels. 7The wagon bodies Torming the gides of the corral
wer: re-inforced with logs and sacks of grain, or anything that was zvailable thai
would turn a bullet. All oif the supplies for the scldiers and the wood cuiters
were contained within this corral. Powell's party were provided with the new
Allen modificsztion of the Springfield breach-loading rifle. Ie had rifies enough
for all of his men and for all or the civilian employees, and plenty of
armunition. The new rifle had never been used by the troops in a combat with the
Indians and the red men were entirely ignorant of ite tremenducus runge and

power and oI the wonderful rapidity of fire which it permitted.



